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Bossy,
impulsive, and unlucky in love, the all-too-human Agatha Raisin has
proved to be a surprisingly effective---and endearing---amateur sleuth.
But can Agatha make it as a private investigator? After getting mugged
on vacation, in what she will always think of as the Paris Incident, she
decides to find out.
Agatha soon learns that running her own
detective agency in the Cotswolds is not quite like starring in a
Raymond Chandler movie. Instead of dames in distress with big shoulder
pads, her clients are ladies with missing cats and a man whose son has
run off with his car. Agatha even worries that she might be outclassed
by her sixty-seven-year-old secretary, Emma Comfrey.
But then wealthy
divorcée Catherine Laggat-Brown walks in with their first
"real" case. Mrs. Laggat-Brown's daughter has received a death threat,
and when Agatha thwarts an attack on the girl at a dinner dance, she
recognizes an opportunity to show what Raisin Investigations can do.
Even better, the case gives her a chance to reunite with her long-absent
friend, Sir Charles Fraith. As they scour the Cotswolds in search of
leads, Charles' insights prove invaluable and his charms irresistible,
leading poor Emma to fall madly in love with him.
As ever, Agatha
bumbles her way through the case, trying her friends' patience and
flirting shamelessly with the chief suspect. Will she put her tiny
agency on the map, or has even the outrageous Agatha finally bitten off
more than she can chew?
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GET A CLUE!

Be the first to hear the latest mystery book news.…

With the St. Martin’s Minotaur monthly newsletter, you’ll learn about the hottest new Minotaur books, receive advance excerpts from newly published works, read exclusive original material from featured mystery writers, and be able to enter to win free books!

Sign up on the Minotaur Web site at:
www.minotaurbooks.com
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“Beaton’s Agatha Raisin series just about defines the British cozy.”

—Booklist

“Few things in life are more satisfying than to discover a brand new Agatha Raisin mystery.”

—
The Tampa Tribune-Times

“Beaton has a winner in the irrepressible, romance-hungry Agatha.”

—Chicago Sun-Times

“The Raisin series brings the cozy tradition back to life. God bless the Queen!”

—
Tulsa World
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“Its been 40 years since Dame Agatha Christies death, and in that time, reviewers have often bestowed her mantle on new authors. M. C. Beaton is one of those so honored, and she deserves it. When it comes to artfully constructed puzzle plots and charming settings, Beaton serves it up … This is a classic British cozy plot, and a setting done with panache. Maybe M. C. Beaton really is the new ‘Queen of Crime.’”

—
The Globe & Mail

“It is always fun to read an Agatha Raisin mystery, but the latest installment freshens up a delightful series by converting the heroine from amateur sleuth to professional without changing her caustic wit. Agatha remains crude and rude even to clients, but also retains that vulnerability that endears her to readers ”

—Midwest Book Review

“A very satisfying change for the smart woman of mystery with a new cast of colorfully realized characters blending with a few old favorites.”

—
Mystery Lovers Bookshop

“The story was first-rate and moved along with many twists and turns that kept me always guessing … I read this book in one sitting, which I think speaks for itself”

—
I Love a Mystery

“Fans of Agatha Raisin will be absolutely delighted at this latest addition to the series. Ms. Beaton has surpassed herself in
The Deadly Dance.”

—Reviewing the Evidence
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Agatha Raisin
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Agatha Raisin and the Case of the Curious Curate
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THE DEADLY DANCE


M. C. BEATON


St. Martin’s Paperbacks

NOTE:
If you purchased this book without a cover you should be aware that this book is stolen property. It was reported as “unsold and destroyed ” to the publisher, and neither the author nor the publisher has received any payment for this “stripped book.”

For Richard Rasdall of Stow-on-the-Wold,
his wife, Lyn, and children, Luke, Samuel, and Bethany,
and with many thanks to Richard for freeing up Agatha’s brain
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THE thing that finally nudged Agatha Raisin into opening her own detective agency was what she always thought of as the Paris Incident.

Made restless by the summer torpor blanketing the village of Carsely in the Cotswolds, Agatha decided to take a week’s holiday in Paris.

She was a rich woman, but like all rich people was occasionally struck by periods of thrift, and so she had booked into a small hotel off Saint Germain des Prés in the Latin Quarter. She had visited Paris before and seen all the sights; this time wanted only to sit in cafés and watch the people go by or take long walks by the Seine.

But Paris, after the first two days, became even hotter than Carsely and her hotel room did not have any air-conditioning. As the heat mounted to 105 degrees Fahrenheit and she tossed and turned on her damp sheets, she discovered that Paris never sleeps. There were two restaurants across the road with outside tables, and, up until one in the morning, the accordion players came around to get money from the diners. Agatha, as she listened to another rendering of “La Vie en Rose,” fantasized about lobbing a hand grenade through the window. Then there was the roar of the traffic and the yells of the tourists who had drunk not too wisely. Later on, as they felt not too well, she could hear moans and retching.

Nonetheless, she decided to see as much of Paris as possible. The Metro was cheap and went all over the place.

On the fourth day of her visit, she went down into the Metro at Maubert-Mutualité. She sat down on a hard plastic seat on the platform and pulled out her subway map. She planned to go to W. H. Smith on the Rue de Rivoli and buy some English books.
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