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Praise for

Kevin Sampsell’s Previous Works:

 

“Not only do Kevin Sampsell’s short stories have some of the most lively opening lines I’ve read since Donald Barthelme’s; not only do they combine surreality with pathos; his stories also non-didactically offer important lessons for the attentive reader:
1.
On a first date with Satan, don’t open your mouth too wide;
2.
Don’t throw a sunflower at your girlfriend’s head;
3.
Don’t introduce your mother to the guy who’s stalking you;
4.
Lost glove collecting is a hobby that leads to melancholy and vice versa. For a strange but somehow also incredibly useful education in contemporary American life, read his work.”

—MATTHEW SHARPE,

author of
The Sleeping Father
and
Jamestown

Beautiful Blemish :


 

“Sampsell’s prose ranges from taut to indifferent, bearing occasional whiffs of Charles Bukowski and Richard Brautigan, as well as Chris Ware and Dan Clowes, and his stories are full of horniness and wonder, morbid speculation and strange coincidence. For readers with tastes that range outside the mainstream, this is a gem of warmhearted idiosyncrasy and oddball observation.”

—
Publishers Weekly

 

“Sampsell is a master of the deadpan outrageous. His best stories hit two notes at once: funny and gross, creepy and sad, pathetic yet noble.”

—
Willamette Week

 

“So, I’m sitting here today. Kind of putting off writing again, and I’m reading Kevin Sampsell’s new book called
Beautiful Blemish
and making all of these sounds out loud and alone. Loud laughing, but also those sort of shakes of the head where you just say, “Man…” and you sort of soak in exactly what it is Kevin Sampsell can do with words and, more amazingly, how he always seems to do it.”

—DAN KENNEDY,

author of
Rock On
and
Loser Goes First

A Common Pornography :


 

“Kevin Sampsell’s stories are brief incantations, uppercuts to the gut, prose poems given over to the bloodiest realms of the self. It’s all here: the emotional squalor, the sweet bite of loneliness. Make no mistake: Sampsell can write like hell.”

—STEVEN ALMOND,

author of
Not That You Asked

 

“Beautiful and strange.”

—
Geist Magazine
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