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            He held the door as he escorted us out of the dark theater and into the waiting carriage. I looked up at the brass-studded roof and the velvet-lined interior of the vehicle taking us to the port of New Orleans, but as I stepped inside and settled into my seat, I heard a shuffle of footsteps approaching fast in the alley. I turned just in time to see Beau running up the walk.

“Oh!” Teeny gasped, but I touched her arm in warning.

A painful knot clenched in my chest as he stopped, his blue eyes holding mine through the glass in the carriage door. His look was defiant as he took a step toward us, but I broke our gaze and stepped inside. Freddie took the seat across from me and the door was closed.

The carriage rocked as it started moving forward, and Teeny jumped and turned to look out the back window. My eyes were fixed on the man sitting in front of me as the staccato
clip-clop!
of the horses’ feet echoed on the stone pavement outside.

Freddie smiled and reached for my hand. “It won’t hurt my feelings, darling, if you shed a few tears. I know it’s hard to say goodbye to the people you know and love.”

“You’re always so kind to me,” I said, ignoring Teeny’s continued staring through the back window and what I knew she was looking at.

“Only because I adore you.” Freddie gave my hand a squeeze. “And I really do think you’re going to adore Paris as well. Perhaps I can make you happy there the way you’ve made me happy here.”

“I’m sure you will.”

“Annemarie’s already planning to take you shopping,” he continued. “And she asked how you feel about fur. Apparently there’s some movement to ban the practice. Cruelty or something. I hope you don’t mind my sister’s modern views on things.”

I shook my head, not understanding, but Teeny finally turned around and slipped her small hand into mine. She placed her head on my shoulder and spoke up.

“Hale loves furs. And she wants a little dog.”

Freddie laughed. “I can’t wait to get to know you better,” he said, tapping the end of her nose lightly. His gesture filled me with an emo
tion I didn’t recognize. I’d heard it described before as hope.

The carriage hastened our departure, and my eyes looked down at the small hand holding mine. She was safe now, and soon I would be too.
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