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Vintage Movie Classics spotlights classic films that have stood the test of time, now rediscovered through the publication of the novels on which they were based.


Movie Adaptations of Grace Zaring Stone’s

THE BITTER TEA OF GENERAL YEN

1933: Produced by Columbia Pictures. Directed by Frank Capra. Starring Barbara Stanwyck and Nils Asther. Screenplay by Edward E. Paramore Jr.


Grace Zaring Stone

THE BITTER TEA OF GENERAL YEN

Grace Zaring Stone was an American novelist and short-story writer. She is perhaps best known for having three of her novels made into films:
The Bitter Tea of General Yen
, which was the first movie ever to be shown at Radio City Music Hall;
Escape
; and
Winter Meeting
. She also published under the pseudonym Ethel Vance. She died in 1991 in Mystic, Connecticut, at the age of one hundred.
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FOREWORD
by Victoria Wilson

I try to write the kind of book that I like to read. That is, tight, with plenty of incident, all of it going somewhere
.

—
GRACE ZARING STONE
*
1

I want as a matter of fact to see your point of view as far as I can. I believe I can do it better when you don’t argue with me
.

—
MEGAN DAVIS TO GENERAL YEN TSO-CHONG

There is something about the European eye, I can’t explain the effect it has on me. It gets so—large.… But I am glad you are trying not to think too ill of us
.

—
GENERAL YEN TSO-CHONG


The Bitter Tea of General Yen
was Grace Zaring Stone’s third work of fiction, published by the Bobbs-Merrill Company in 1930, following
Letters to a Djinn
(1922) and her acclaimed novel of the year before,
The Heaven and Earth of Doña Elena
(1929; also Bobbs-Merrill); “Admirable; brilliant,” said Louis Golding,
prolific novelist, short-story writer, essayist, poet, author of
Magnolia Street
(a sensation in America).
Doña Elena
, set in the Caribbean in the days of the conquistadors, was about women of the Church, a Mother Superior, the seventh daughter of a Spanish hidalgo, who is sent to a new convent and hospital in the frontier town of San Juan.

The Bitter Tea of General Yen
takes place in a more contemporary time, the Far East in the late 1920s. It’s about a New England woman of the finest Puritan stock, daughter of a college president, who arrives in a China torn apart by civil war to marry a medical missionary, son of an Episcopal rector. Both have grown up in the same New England town and known one another “always,” gone to dancing class, had picnics together, “indifferent companions until suddenly, [at] seventeen,” they fall in love. Bob, now a doctor, has come to China to serve in Changsha at Yale-in-China. His sole intent: to relieve the suffering of others. Megan sees his calling as being filled with beauty and dignity, and has come to China to be a part of it. She sees her role as being one of bringing happiness to others, showing that evil, sickness, poverty, and injustice can be alleviated in the filling of the heart with love for one’s fellow man.

On arriving in Shanghai, Megan Davis is met at the boat by a missionary couple of the China Inland Mission. Her fiancé has been waylaid in Changsha, caught in the midst of heavy fighting between Republican and Communist forces.

Rebel skirmishes are flaring up at Sunkiang, a mere thirty miles outside of Shanghai. There is no doubt that the rebels will take the city, and Megan, full of boundless energy and restless vitality, volunteers to accompany Doctor Strike, missionary, learned scholar, translator of the Odes, on a night foray to Chapei, a “labor-ridden” no-man’s section of the city, to help rescue women and refugee orphans in their charge, all of whom are trapped at a mission school between the lines.

Doctor Strike, a man of power, spiritual as well as physical, sees the Chinese as “the most tragic people … For hundreds of centuries they have enjoyed the highest plane of living and thinking.… Like the Greeks they have been permitted to miss persistently the one essential truth.… the existence of a God of love.”

The whole of Chapei is ablaze, a fiery inferno, and as Megan and Doctor Strike make their way with the women and children, with packs and bundles, through barricaded streets, past bullet-ridden buildings and terror-stricken civilians running for cover, to a rickshaw stand and waiting coolies squatting between the shafts, Doctor Strike lifts the children onto one of the rickshaws and the women onto another. A tall coolie with a bamboo carrying-pole attacks Megan, hitting her on the head. She collapses, is engulfed by a mob of soldiers and refugees, and awakens to find herself being “rescued”—abducted—carried across the country by train, under the protection of the powerful and elusive General Yen Tso-Chong, leader of the Republican forces against the Communists, ruler of a province who maintains an arsenal managed by an American. Yen is from one of the oldest Mandarin families, a scholar turned warlord, now considered a gangster, dissolute by the Europeans and the Americans; his troop trains have special cars for his concubines. (“We have to apply our standard to them,” the missionaries say, “and make them accept it.”)

Megan is brought to Yen’s palace, “made for a life which began and ended with the rising and the setting of the sun.”

Yen’s adviser and financial procurer is Mr. Shultz, formerly in “Customs.” He’s lived in China “longer than [Megan] has lived anywhere,” Shultz tells her. He’s a renegade, and brags that he can squeeze “more money out of his province than any man alive.” Megan sees that Shultz, “is dedicated to himself, first, last and always.” General Yen sees it differently. “My interests are his interests. As long as that remains so, I can count on him absolutely.
While Doctor Strike would betray me to please his God any time,” Yen tells Megan, “Shultz has all I want of the West. Doctor Strike has nothing.”

Grace Zaring Stone spent most of her childhood “visiting around,” she said, living in many societies. She was born and raised in New York (her mother died in childbirth) and traveled to Australia, Java, France, and England.

Stone was the great-great-granddaughter of Robert Owen, the nineteenth-century Welsh cotton manufacturer, son of a saddler, who revolutionized the modern factory system and was one of the great social reformers of the day, introducing shorter working hours and safer conditions; building schools for children and adults; teaching moral education (at the Institute for the Formation of Character, to help shape “the new character of the rising population”); and doing away with punishment and the fear of penal law. Friedrich Engels described him as “a man of almost sublime, childlike simplicity of character … one of the few born leaders of men.… Every social movement, every real advance in England on behalf of the workers links itself on to the name Robert Owen.” At the heart of his many utopian ideas were his “villages of co-operation,” based on his own factory town of New Lanark, Scotland, with its one hundred and fifty acres of farmland and two thousand villagers, and later, in America, with his sixteen agricultural settlements in the Community of Equality, beginning with New Harmony, Indiana, built along the banks of Indiana’s Wabash River. It was Owen’s profound belief that “the character of man is, without a single exception, always formed
for
him.… Man, therefore, never did, nor is it possible he ever can, form his own character.” Man is a creature of circumstance and to believe otherwise, he wrote, “generates and perpetuates ignorance, hatred, and revenge, where, without such error, only intelligence,
confidence, and kindness would exist.” Owen believed the three greatest evils of society were the institution of marriage, private property, and religion, and that the church had made people “a weak, imbecile animal; a furious bigot and fanatic; or a miserable hypocrite.” With barely any formal education (Owen went to work at a textile factory at age ten, and at eighteen became a partner in a Manchester cotton factory), he was, from the outset, a constant and impassioned reader.

        

        
               
        
            	«
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	...
	18
	...
	25
	»

        

        Other books



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Pretty Twisted by Gina Blaxill



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        9781631055577NiKohsChosenMichaelsNC by Kenzie Michaels



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Night Over Water by Ken Follett



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Virginia Hamilton by Dustland: The Justice Cycle (Book Two)



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        THE Nick Adams STORIES by ERNEST HEMINGWAY



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Warriors by Barrett Tillman by Barrett Tillman



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        The Sky Is Everywhere by Jandy Nelson



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Kingdom by Jack Hight



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Passion's Dream (The Doms of Passion Lake Book 1) by Julie Shelton



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Risky Undertaking by Mark de Castrique


        
        
    



        
                    

    





    
        
            © ThomasStone 2015 - 2024    Contact for me [email protected]                    


                
            
            
            
        

    







    
    