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“Listen! We are beginning our story!

When we arrive at the end of it we shall,

it is to be hoped, know more than we do now.”

~hans christian andersen, “the snow queen”1

1.  All direct quotes from “The Snow Queen” are from my own crumbling, tartan-bound copy of
Tales from Hans Andersen
published by Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. in 1897. I suspect it of being an overly flowery, Victorian translation, but it is the one to which I am sentimental y attached

Introduction
Christmas, at its heart, is a hazy thing. This book explores the finer points of how it came to be that way without, it is to be hoped, actually dispelling any of that seductively glittering haze. If you are open to the experience of a deeper and, yes, darker, season, if you’re not afraid to open the door to the odd ghost or wizened witch, if you would welcome a shiver that has nothing to do with the coming of

winter, then you’ve come to the right place. While this is not a children’s book, it was written by a lover of fairy tales, and you will find scattered references to Hans Christian

Andersen, C. S. Lewis, J. R. R. Tolkien and a few others you might not immediately associate with Christmas. Meander-ing throughout are references to my favorite children’s story of all, “The Snow Queen,” in which the courageous young

Gerda makes her way, sometimes barefoot, from an attic

apartment in Denmark to a witch’s garden, a robbers’ camp

and on through Lapland to the “snow-saloon” at the heart of the Snow Queen’s stronghold to effect the spiritual rescue of
1

2        Introduction

her playmate, Kay. “The Snow Queen” is not, strictly speaking, a Christmas story, but the lands through which Gerda

passes are in many cases the same through which the

ancient Yuletide goddess has also passed with her retinue of fairies, ghosts and goblins.

You don’t have to be Christian to fall in love with the

Christmas season. We’ve all seen those stickers urging us to

“Keep the Christ in Christmas.” I choose to interpret these in the most positive of lights as a call to Christians to use the season as a means of more deeply exploring their faith.
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