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Praise for
Alice in Verse: The Lost Rhymes of Wonderland
“A compilation of masterful, original poetry. From the absurdity of the verse to the well-composed rhyme to the shrewd black-and-white illustrations, this book is certainly a literature lover’s delight!”

—The Children’s Book Review

“Rich in dramatic irony…sophisticated and amusing…the two writers [Holden and Carroll] become nearly indistinguishable.”

—ForeWord Reviews

“A deftly crafted compendium of original poetry, accompanied by superb black-and-white illustrations. Classic elements of both Wonderland and Looking-Glass are imaginatively reinterpreted for a thoroughly unique and entertaining reading experience. Highly recommended for academic and community library collections,
Alice in Verse: The Lost Rhymes of Wonderland
should be included on any supplemental reading list for students and fans of Carroll’s original works.”

—The Midwest Book Review
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NTRODUCTION

I
n 1865 Charles Lutwidge Dodgson published
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
under the pen-name Lewis Carroll. The sequel,
Through the Looking-Glass & What Alice Found There
, followed in 1871. During the nine years Dodgson spent writing the two books that would cement his pen-name and reputation in children’s literature for generations to come, he had compiled numerous poems and snippets of verse—only a scant number of which ultimately made their way onto the pages of his masterpiece and its sequel. Shortly after Dodgson’s death at the age of 66 in 1898, rumours began to surface of ‘the lost rhymes’—a collection of poetry that presumably shed more light on the subject of Wonderland and the Looking-Glass world. Understandably, questions abounded: Who
really
stole the Queen’s tarts? Whatever
did
become of the Walrus and the Carpenter
after
their nefarious jot down the briny beach with the little Oysters? Is there truly
any
sense to be found in nonsense at all?

Of course, this was all highly speculative. No one had ever actually
seen
these so-called ‘lost rhymes’—and if in fact they
had
existed in the first place, it was generally assumed the author had taken the secret of their whereabouts with him…

That is the tale, as told by my grandfather, back in a time when I was still small enough to settle on his knee for a story—long before I ever put pen to paper, or had the slightest notion that I would one day make a living telling stories. Now, in the spirit of full disclosure, it should be noted that my grandfather was both an Irishman and a storyteller (which, arguably, are one and the same) and had long been known to put a little polish on a story from time to time—that is, of course, when he wasn’t making one up out of whole cloth. But whether or not the legend of the Lost Rhymes was merely a product of a clever old man’s imagination, spun solely for the entertainment of an inquisitive boy with a depthless capacity for puzzles, mysteries, and all things unattainable, was inconsequential. The seed had been planted, and already experimental tendrils had begun poking up from the soil. If there was even a
grain
of truth to the tale, the
slightest
chance that the Lost Rhymes might possibly be out there, I was certain that I would find them. Or so I believed back in those heady days of the ‘unclouded brow and dreaming eyes of wonder’.
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