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“I’d bet the farm that no family has ever been as unhappy in as many ways—and to such sensationally entertaining effect—as the Westons of
August: Osage County
, a fraught, densely plotted saga of an Oklahoma clan in a state of near-apocalyptic meltdown. Fiercely funny and bitingly sad, this turbo-charged tragicomedy—which spans three acts and more than three blissful hours—doesn’t just jump-start the fall theater season,
August
throws it instantaneously into high gear.”


—CHARLES ISHERWOOD,
New York Times

 

 


“The best new play to emerge from Chicago in at least a generation.”



—CHRIS JONES,
Chicago Tribune

 

 


“The new Broadway season’s first must-see offering. This is a play that will leave us laughing and wondering, shuddering and smiling, long after the house lights come back on.”



—ROB KENDT,
Newsday

 

 


“
August
is Letts’s vision of the American family writ large—geographically scattered yet incestuously close, and destined to move through the world all alone.”



—HEDY WEISS,
Chicago Sun-Times

 

 


“In Tracy Letts’s ferociously entertaining play, the American dysfunctional family drama comes roaring into the twenty-first century with eyes blazing, nostrils flaring and fangs bared, laced with corrosive humor so darkly delicious and ghastly that you’re squirming in your seat even as you’re doubled-over laughing. A massive meditation on the cruel realities that often belie standard expectations of conjugal and family accord—not to mention on the decline of American integrity itself.”



—DAVID ROONEY,
Variety

 

 


“
August
will cement Letts’s place in theatrical history. He has written a Great American Play. How many of those will we get the chance to discover in our lifetime?”



—MELISSA ROSE BERNARDO,
Entertainment Weekly

 

 


“Packed with unforgettable characters and dozens of quotable lines,
August: Osage County
is a tensely satisfying comedy, interspersed with remarkable evocations on the cruelties and (occasional) kindnesses of family life. It is as harrowing a new work as Broadway has offered in years and the funniest in even longer.”



—ERIC GRODE,
New York Sun

 

 


“I don’t care if
August: Osage County
is three-and-a-half hours long. I wanted more.”



—HOWARD SHAPIRO,
Philadelphia Inquirer

 

 


“Enormously entertaining . . . a good scabrous play.”



—CLIVE BARNES,
New York Post

 

 


“Tracy Letts, in his Broadway debut, creates a hugely ambitious, highly combustible saga that will leave you reeling.
August: Osage County
may make you think twice about going home for the holidays, but for Broadway theatergoers, it’s a great big exhilarating gift.”



—JOE DZIEMIANOWICZ,
Daily News
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PRODUCTION HISTORY

 

August: Osage County
premiered in June 2007 at Steppenwolf Theatre Company (Martha Lavey, Artistic Director; David Hawkanson, Executive Director) in Chicago. The director was Anna D. Shapiro; the scenic designer was Todd Rosenthal, the costume designer was Ana Kuzmanic, the lighting designer was Ann G. Wrightson, the sound designer was Richard Woodbury; original music was composed by David Singer, fight choreography was by Chuck Coyl, casting was by Erica Daniels; the dramaturg was Edward Sobel, the dialect coach was Cecilie O’Reilly, the stage manager was Deb Styer and the assistant stage manager was Michelle Medvin. The cast was as follows:
 

 


	BEVERLY WESTON
	Dennis Letts

	VIOLET WESTON
	Deanna Dunagan

	BARBARA FORDHAM
	Amy Morton

	BILL FORDHAM
	Jeff Perry

	JEAN FORDHAM
	Fawn Johnstin

	IVY WESTON
	Sally Murphy

	KAREN WESTON
	Mariann Mayberry

	MATTIE FAE AIKEN
	Rondi Reed

	CHARLIE AIKEN
	Francis Guinan

	LITTLE CHARLES AIKEN
	Ian Barford

	JOHNNA MONEVATA
	Kimberly Guerrero

	STEVE HEIDEBRECHT
	Rick Snyder

	SHERIFF DEON GILBEAU
	Troy West


 


 



August: Osage County
opened on Broadway at the Imperial Theatre on December 4, 2007. It was produced by Jeffrey Richards, Jean Doumanian, Steve Traxler, Jerry Frankel, Ostar Productions, Jennifer Manocherian, The Weinstein Company, Debra Black, Daryl Roth, Ronald Frankel, Marc Frankel, Barbara Freitag and Phil Mickelson, and Rick Steiner and Staton Bell Group. The cast and artistic team were the same, except for the following changes: additional casting was provided by Stuart Howard, Amy Schecter and Paul Hardt; and casting changes were:
 

 


	JEAN FORDHAM
	Madeleine Martin

	STEVE HEIDEBRECHT
	Brian Kerwin


 


 



CHARACTERS

 

THE WESTON FAMILY:
 

BEVERLY WESTON, sixty-nine years old

 

VIOLET WESTON, Bev’s wife, sixty-five years old

 

 

BARBARA FORDHAM, Bev and Violet’s daughter, forty-six years old

 

BILL FORDHAM, her husband, forty-nine years old

 

JEAN FORDHAM, their daughter, fourteen years old

 

 

IVY WESTON, Bev and Violet’s daughter, forty-four years old

 

 

KAREN WESTON, Bev and Violet’s daughter, forty years old

 

 

MATTIE FAY AIKEN, Violet’s sister, fifty-seven years old

 

CHARLIE AIKEN, Mattie Fay’s husband, sixty years old

 

LITTLE CHARLES AIKEN, their son, thirty-seven years old

 

OTHERS:
 

JOHNNA MONEVATA, housekeeper, twenty-six years old

 

STEVE HEIDEBRECHT, Karen’s fiancé, fifty years old

 

SHERIFF DEON GILBEAU, forty-seven years old

 

SETTING

 

August 2007.

 

A large country home outside Pawhuska, Oklahoma, sixty miles northwest of Tulsa.

 

The child comes home and the parent puts the hooks in him. The old man, or the woman, as the case may be, hasn’t got anything to say to the child. All he wants is to have that child sit in a chair for a couple of hours and then go off to bed under the same roof. It’s not love. I am not saying that there is not such a thing as love. I am merely pointing to something which is different from love but which sometimes goes by the name of love. It may well be that without this thing which I am talking about there would not be any love. But this thing in itself is not love. It is just something in the blood. It is a kind of blood greed, and it is the fate of a man. It is the thing which man has which distinguishes him from the happy brute creation. When you get born your father and mother lost something out of themselves, and they are going to bust a hame trying to get it back, and you are it. They know they can’t get it all back but they will get as big a chunk out of you as they can. And the good old family reunion, with picnic dinner under the maples, is very much like diving into the octopus tank at the aquarium.
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