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Vividly drawn and character-driven
, Blue
is simultaneously a gripping drama of cops, crime, and politics, and a primer on police policy and reform.

Beginning with the 1992 Los Angeles Riots and ending with the tumultuous police controversies swirling around both Ferguson, MO and New York City in 2014, Domanick’s fast-paced book is filled with political intrigue, cultural and racial conflict, hard-boiled characters like intransient, warrior minded cops like LAPD chief Daryl Gates and America’s most famous police reformer, William J. Bratton. As the
Los Angeles Times
put it,
Blue
“weaves a compelling, fact-filled tale of a turbulent city in transition and a police department that often seems impervious to civilian control.”

As the story unfolds, Domanick seamlessly injects and analyzes police policies and actions, while discussing police accountability and legitimacy, effective crime-reduction based on real, long-term community policing, and what is necessary for a new stage of progressive police reform to take place. As
Kirkus Reviews
summed up in a starred review: “This is a well-executed, large-scale urban narrative, sprawling, engrossing, and highly relevant to the ongoing controversies about policing post-Ferguson.”
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For the wondrous Andrea Domanick and Ashley Hendra

Out of the blue he mentions
Chinatown
, the noir classic of prewar Los Angeles political corruption, graft, and police repression.

“You know,” he says, “everyone thinks the last line of
Chinatown
is ‘Forget it, Jake, it’s Chinatown.’ But it isn’t.”

“What is it?”

“ ‘Get off the streets.’ ”

—William Bratton to a reporter, shortly after being named chief of the LAPD

KEY PLAYERS

Charlie Beck:
An antigang cop and a sergeant during the ’92 L.A. riots. Beck would rise to become chief of the LAPD in 2009.

Tom Bradley:
Los Angeles’s first black mayor, Bradley served in that capacity for twenty years, including during the ’92 riots.

William Bratton:
A renowned reform chief from Boston and New York, Bratton was hired to reform the LAPD in 2004, afterward returning to New York in 2014 to again lead the NYPD.
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