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"Bradbury is an authentic original."
—
Time

In the stories of Ray Bradbury, readers have
journeyed beyond the boundaries set by their
imaginations, and have reveled in
fantastic realms created by "one of the world's out
standing
storytellers"
(
Toronto
Globe & Mail).
Mow this prolific
writer spins an enchanting
fable about a lost boy who makes the
acquaintance of a
long-forgotten, though very
powerful, ancient god.

When Ahmed, the twelve-year-old son of a
caravan leader,
falls from his camel, he is lost in
a vast desert, and his situation looks
ominous.
Isolated
and alone, the young boy begins
to
:
ry
and his tears awaken
the ancient god
Gonn
-Ben-Allah, Keeper of the Ghosts of the Lost
Names, who lies beneath the sand.

Rising to full form for the first time in
tens of thousands of
years, the majestic
Gonn
tells his frightened savior that fate has
brought
them together. To comfort Ahmed, the
god
bestows the gift of flight upon
the boy, and the
pair sets off on an
evening of spectacular
adventures.
Traveling through time and space,
Gonn
shows the fascinated Ahmed the
wonders
of the world—past and present—and
its
sorrows. Within each startling revelation,
Ahmed finds wisdom—and learns to accept life for all it has to offer.

A wondrous fable for children of all ages,
AHMED AND THE OBLIVION
MACHINES
is yet another
glorious testament to the remark
able gifts
of master storyteller Ray Bradbury.
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It
was the night following the day when the
seagull was seen over
the desert that Ahmed,
the son of Ahmed, fell from his camel and was
lost as the caravan
moved on into the dusk.

The gull had flown over at noon, coming
from somewhere, going
nowhere, circling back
toward some invisible land that, they said, was rich with
grass and water and had known noth
ing but water and grass for nine thousand
years.

Looking up, Ahmed said:

"What does that bird seek? Here is no
water
and
no grass, so where does it go?"

His father had answered:

"It was lost but now found again,
returns to
the sea from whence it came."
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