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All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information storage & retrieval system, without written permission from the copyright holder, except for the inclusion of brief quotations in a review.

The publisher does not have any control over and does not assume any responsibility for author or third party websites or their content.

This is a work of fiction. All of the characters, organizations and events portrayed in this story are either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously.
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In 1988 and for many years before that, the members of the Edmonton-based Copper Pig Writers’ Society bemoaned the lack of English Canadian speculative fiction magazines—not only as venues for their wonderful stories but as places to find English Canadian writers and writing. The French Canadian magazines had created their own niche and were doing well. We, on the other hand, looking for English markets, were tired of rejection letters from American magazines that stated “too weird,” “too off the wall,” and most depressing, “too depressing.”

One day, we were sitting in my living room lamenting the usual rejection letters, when we looked around the circle and realized we had all the talent we needed to establish our own magazine—writing and editing skills, organizational skills, business smarts, contacts in writers’ organizations, networks of editors and writers, government agency contacts, typesetting and layout skills, and a bunch more. I left the room to go to the bathroom and came back to find myself elected “General Editor and Sharkbait.”

The first years were interesting—and not necessarily in a good way. Finding funding was tricky, our pockets got emptied regularly until eventually the Alberta and then Canadian governments gave us enough to cover materials. We were all volunteers though, but saw giving our time to be a worthy endeavour—not only were we working to introduce Canada and hopefully, some of the rest of the world to the amazing talent among Canadian spec fic writers, we were working with new writers, often giving them the chance to redraft a story if we saw potential in it. The first Cory Doctorow book I saw on the stands in the US made me glow with pride because I knew
On Spec
had published his first story.
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