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            Michael Carmody came to the funeral. He made no effort to utter trite words of solace. They stood together for a moment, not moving, not speaking. When she stirred, aware of Emily’s bleak gaze, he said, “I met Ralph Blaide yesterday. I’m aware of everything that happened on the pier.”

“I can’t talk about it yet, Michael.”

“I told you once I’d wait for you forever. Nothing will change my mind.”

“How is Killian?”

“Strong. He’s responding to physiotherapy. But he’s a long way to go yet. Thank you for the painting.”

She nodded, rejoined Emily. Time was at a standstill. It would move forward again but for now she could only live in the moment.

E
PILOGUE

Six months later

The Donaldson brothers dropped in on their spare time to finish small jobs. She started work on the garden. After the overgrowth had been removed she had a clear perception of the space she had to manage. Sometimes, Emily worked beside her. Her friends called regularly, cycling down the lane, their noise and exuberant good humour drawing her out of her silence, returning colour to her cheeks, light to her eyes.

Old Celia used to have lilies in her front garden, tall and stately as church candles, and so it was lilies that preoccupied Lorraine one evening when she heard Hobbs barking. She would plant the lilies in the turned earth near the front of the house and fill the air with their scent. A car braked outside the gate and she knew, without turning, that he had arrived. Emily came to the front door and stood waiting. Hobbs’ barking abruptly stopped when Noeleen’s commanding voice rang out and, for an instant, when the engine switched off, the only sound to break the silence was the faint pulse of the sea.

Michael Carmody helped his son from the passenger seat. The young man’s legs looked too slender to support his weight. His face twisted from the effort of standing upright but he was able to place one foot before the other, and, leaning heavily on his father’s arm, step forward to greet Lorraine. The sun hovered above the headland, as if drifting on smoke, before disappearing into a dark rim beyond the brow.


Rain would fall before dawn. She could taste it, smell it, feel it on her skin, hear it falling softly from clouds scudding dark across the sky. So much to do, a desk diary filled with appointments, breakfast meetings, receptions to organise, phone calls to return. Virginia pulled open the balcony doors and stepped outside. Across the bay, a mosaic of flickering lights crowned the skyline, spiralled upwards towards the summit of Howth Head. The balcony rail was cold against her hand. A door slammed in a neighbouring apartment and, in the courtyard below, she saw him dance. He moved forward into fluorescent pools, spun and fell and rose again to bow before her. She pressed her hands against the rail and allowed the fear to consume her, acknowledging its source, knowing it would take time to pass. And it would pass. It always did. Everything passed. The courtyard lamps continued to burn between the high anonymous spires. A string of jewels surrounding the secrets of the night.
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STOLEN CHILD

Two families torn apart by an act that will shape their futures forever …

When Carla Kelly and Robert Gardner marry, they seem destined for happiness. But tragedy strikes when their four-day-old baby, Isobel is stolen. Distraught, they must cope with the media frenzy that follows at the same time as searching for their precious child.

As the years pass, hope dwindles – but for the stolen child, secrets long hidden will be uncovered and brought into the light.

A compelling and poignant novel that will captivate readers of Anita Shreve and Rosie Thomas.

Published by Avon HarperCollins.

THE PRODIGAL SISTER

When 15-year-old
Cathy Lambert
runs away from home, she is scared and pregnant. Settled in New Zealand with her son Conor she believes the secret she carries will never be revealed …

Rebecca Lambert
was eighteen when her parents died and she took responsibility for her younger sisters. Years later, she is haunted by fears she hoped she’d conquered. Freed from family duties, mother of three
Julie Chambers
is determined to recapture the dreams of her youth.

Married to a possessive older man,
Lauren Moran
embarks on a frantic love affair that threatens to destabilise her fragile world.

Anxious to make peace with her three sisters, Cathy invites them to her wedding.

As the women journey towards their reunion, they are forced to confront the past as the secret shared histories of the Lambert sisters are revealed.

Accompany the Lambert sisters on their unforgettable journey – fans of Anita Shreve and Rosie Thomas will be spellbound.
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