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For Ivan, my husband,
who is all my heroes.

2013
In memory of
Ivan Endre Modrovich,
1938—2013
Love of my youth,
father of my children,
taken from the world far too soon.

C
hapter
1
J
ULIET MAGUIRE AWOKE
amazed at finding herself still alive. For a moment she couldn’t think why she should be amazed; but then memory returned in a single sickening rush and instead she couldn’t understand why she should be alive.

Coyotes. I've been captured by coyotes.

Cold–blooded smugglers, ruthless traders in human contraband, couldn’t possibly have any use for one incredibly clumsy Border Patrol agent. It would have been so easy for them to kill her and dump her body in the desert.

Why didn’t they?
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