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To the soldiers of the Iraqi army,

who taught me that winning isn't everything,

but friends, family, and honor are.
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Part 1

BECOMING AN EMBEDDED MILITARY ADVISER

Chapter 1

Guess What? You Are Going to Iraq

Februaryâ€“March 2006

“G
ray, nice fuckin' brief. You wanna volunteer for some time in Iraq and train some Iraqis?” Caught off guard after completing an important intelligence brief to Brig. Gen. Mastin Robeson and a room full of Marine and Japanese military officers, I replied out of instinct, “Sir, hell yeah. When would I leave?” The granite-hard Col. Steven Manning, a legend in the Marine Corps intelligence community, peered into my eyes. “July time frame,” he said. “We'll talk about it later this evening. Oohrah!”

We never did get a chance to talk about it that evening. Over the next few weeks that February, I participated in the bilateral Japanese and U.S. military Yama Sukura war game in Kumamoto, Japan. At the conclusion of the exercise, Colonel Manning directed me to participate in a joint military operation with the Filipino army in the Philippines until mid-March. After spending almost two months traveling around Asia, Iraq was the last thing on my mind. But this all changed when I returned to my home base in Okinawa, Japan.

On March 14 I strolled into the intelligence offices at the 3rd Marine Division Headquarters at Camp Courtney, a small Marine Corps base in the center of the island of Okinawa. I had had the time of my life in the Philippines participating in real-world operations, working with the Filipino army, and meeting new people. Life was good. I hollered to Lt. Nate Krissoff, who came stumbling into the office. “Krissoff, dude, I can't believe those chicks you got in the Philippines. You are da man!” Krissoff, my best bud in the Marines, had partied too much while in the Philippines
and was still feeling the aftereffects. He smirked and said, “Gray, hey brother, what happened in the Philippines . . . stays in the Philippines!” I laughed. “Nate, my lips are sealedâ€”until I need something from you.”

I sat at my computer and opened my e-mail box. I had 150 unanswered e-mails, only one of which seemed interesting. The subject line was “RE: MiTT members from Okinawa coming in on March 19th.” I opened the e-mail out of curiosity, thinking it must have been addressed to the wrong Second Lieutenant Gray. But it was addressed correctly and would change my life.

        

        
               
        
            	«
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	...
	27
	...
	44
	»

        

        Other books



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Pardon My Body by Dale Bogard



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        The Wise Woman by Philippa Gregory



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Return by A.M. Sexton



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Audition & Subtraction by Amy Fellner Dominy



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Midnight: The Second Jack Nightingale Supernatural Thriller by Stephen Leather



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Giles Goat Boy by John Barth



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Catalyst by Casey L. Bond



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Night's Captive by Cheyenne McCray



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        The Hijack by Duncan Falconer



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Savage Son by Corey Mitchell


        
        
    



        
                    

    





    
        
            © ThomasStone 2015 - 2024    Contact for me [email protected]                    


                
            
            
            
        

    







    
    