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About the Author

 

Peter Ratcliffe
was born into a working-class family in Salford in 1951, and left home for good when he was sixteen. Disenchanted with the life of an apprentice plasterer in Preston, he joined the 1st Battalion, the Parachute Regiment in 1970, having passed out as top recruit of his intake. He served with 1 Para in Northern Ireland, and in 1972 applied for SAS Selection, which he passed at the first attempt. He served with the Regiment for twenty-five years, on operations in Oman, Northern Ireland, the Falklands, and the Middle East, as well as mainland Britain; he was Mentioned in Despatches for his command of an SAS undercover patrol in the Falklands in 1982, and awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his leadership of an SAS mobile patrol behind enemy lines in Iraq during the Gulf War of 1991. Commissioned in 1992, he left the army in 1997 as a major.
Eye of the Storm
, his account of his SAS career, was first published in 2000 to wide notice and considerable acclaim.

A celebrated war correspondent during the 1960s,
Noel Botham
has had a long and distinguished career as an investigative reporter, European editor of the
National Enquirer
, and author; his fourteen books include his biography of Princess Margaret,
Margaret: The Untold Story
, which was an international bestseller.

Formerly a foreign correspondent,
Brian Hitchen
’s career as a journalist covered every major theatre of conflict from Cyprus to Vietnam. He was Editor-in-Chief of the
Sunday Express
for a number of years, retiring in 1996; he was appointed a
CBE
in 1990 for services to journalism.
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The author and fellow candidates after passing SAS Selection

On Operation Storm: the mortar pit on Diana One, Dhofar, 1973

The author and Taff cleaning their SLRs on Diana One

Sangar on Diana One, Dhofar, 1973

Deploying to a new location by helicopter, Dhofar, 1975

Second tour, 1974: the author at Tawi Atair

A mortar pit at the Simba position, Dhofar, 1975

Green Five, the sangar at Simba shared by the author

The author with part of a Katyusha rocket that killed an SAS trooper at Simba

Captured adoo coastal location near the Yemeni border, 1975

SAS members logging captured adoo ammunition and equipment, 1975

First-day cover franked by SAS members during their raid on the Grytviken post office

The author’s Mention in Despatches, awarded for leading a patrol on West Falkland

D Squadron members checking Land Rover 110s prior to deployment, January 1991

SAS trooper and off-road motorcyle beneath the tailplane of a C-130

RAF Special Forces Chinook flying low over the desert during the Gulf campaign (
David McMullon
)

Half of an SAS half-squadron mobile patrol just prior to moving into Iraq

The Chinook bringing the author into Iraq to take over Alpha One Zero, 29 February 1991

A member of I Corps with the Iraqi officer captured by Alpha One Zero

SAS 110s camouflaged in an LUP in Iraq

A 110 and a member of D Squadron under a cam net in Iraq

An RAF Special Forces C-130 taking off from an earth landing strip

Part of the silk escape map of Iraq issued to the SAS

Sketch map of Victor Two before Alpha One Zero’s attack

A USAF A-10 Thunderbolt close-support aircraft in action over Iraq

A 4-tonner from the SAS column that drove into Iraq to resupply the mobile patrols

The Sergeants’ Mess meeting convened by the author in Iraq, 16 February 1991

A different view of the meeting by the cartoonist JAK (
by permission of Mrs Raymond [Claudie] Jackson
)

Mess Meeting at Wadi Tubal, Western Iraq
by David Rowlands (
reproduced by permission of the artist
)

The signatures of Generals de la Billière and Schwarzkopf on the minutes

The RQMS and Major Bill during the resupply behind enemy lines, February 1991

The author with the Prince of Wales at Stirling Lines after the Gulf War, April 1991
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We are the Pilgrims, master; we shall go

Always a little further: it may be

Beyond that last blue mountain barred with snow,

Beyond that angry or that glimmering sea.

from
The Golden Journey to Samarkand
by James Elroy Flecker

(These lines are engraved on the memorial clock tower at the headquarters of 22 Special Air Service Regiment in Hereford. Also engraved on the tower are the names of all members of the Regiment killed in training or in action.)
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