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Parmesh Shahani is an original. This beautifully written debut book,
Gay Bombay,

merges autobiographical, ethnographic, institutional, and historical perspectives to
paint a vivid picture of the emergence of a gay community in modern India. This book
will inspire and provoke many interested in understanding the intersections between
sexuality, globalization, and new media.

Henry Jenkins

Co-Director of the Comparative Media Studies Program and the Peter De Florez Professor of Humanities at Massachusetts Institute of Technology Author of
Convergence Culture: Where Old and New Media Collide
FINALLY! Finally we have the definitive gay historical document of the city we still
lovingly call Bombay. Parmesh Shahani shows us in his quiet Indian way that being
gay in India is no Stonewall revolution.

It comes from the heart of someone who has lived in Bombay and researched his city
with love. Here is a work of academia infused with very touching personal experience.

Did you know that the word homo-sexual was coined in 1869? Or when the Page 3 was
launched by
Times of India
? Read on to get the trivia, truth and factual history.

Shahani’s
Gay Bombay
traces the modern and the old with charming first person.

This book takes you to the television studios, the editing rooms, the dance floors, the
chat rooms and the private parlours to discover gay Bombay in all its subtle victories,
intimate vibrancy and surprising diversity.

Wendell Rodricks

Fashion Designer, Goa, India

Gay Bombay
is a must-read! Shifting seamlessly through the personal, the Gay Bombay
community, the national, and the transnational, the book gives the reader a unique
understanding of what it means to be gay and Indian. Its contribution lies in giving
middle-class urban gay identity a history and context. The chapters weave scholarly
analysis with rich details and poignant accounts of gay life and identity. A courageous
and compelling book.

Jyoti Puri

Director, Graduate Program in Gender/Cultural Studies

Chair, Department of Sociology, Simmons College

Author of
Woman, Body, Desire in Post-colonial India: Narratives
of Gender
and Sexuality
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Parmesh Shahani has written a brilliant, powerful book that helps us understand the
nuance, multiplicity, and complexity of Gay Bombay.

Grant McCracken

Research Affiliate

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Author of
The Long Interview

Shifting effortlessly from the personal to the theoretical, from the local to the global,
Gay Bombay
is a pathbreaking study of homosexuality in modern Bombay/Mumbai
that will be essential reading for students of gender and sexuality. Parmesh Shahani’s
analysis of gay, metropolitan India is one which will be welcomed among its subjects
as well as by many other readers.

Rachel Dwyer

Professor of Indian Cultures and Cinema

Head of the Department of South Asia

School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London

Author of
All you Want is Money,
All you Need is Love: Sexuality and Romance in
Modern India

A chatty book by a new young voice on the block, combining autobiography, queer
theory, interviews with gay male Bombayites, and descriptions of gay male life and
activism in Mumbai. Easy to skim and fun to dip into.

Ruth Vanita

Professor, University of Montana
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For Junri Shimada

Kabhii kabhii mere dil mein khayaal aata hai

Ki jaise tujhko banaaya gaya hai mere liye

Tuu ab se pahale sitaaron mein bas raha tha kahiin

Tujhe zamiin pe bulaaya gaya hai mere liye…

Kabhii kabhii mere dil mein khayaal aata hai…

Ki yeh badan ye nigaahein merii amaanat hain…

Ye gesuu’on kii ghanii chhanv hain merii khaatir

Ye honth aur ye baahein merii amaanat hain…

Kabhii kabhii mere dil mein khayaal aata hai

Ki jaise bajtii hai shahanaa’iyaan sii raahon mein…

Suhaag raat hai ghuunghat uthaa rahaa huun main…

Simat raha hai tuu sharmaake merii baahon mein…

Kabhii kabhii mere dil mein khayaal aata hai

Ki jaise tuu mujhe chaahega umra bhar yuun hii

Uthegii merii taraf pyaar kii nazar yuun hii

Main jaanta huun ki tuu gair hai magar yuun hii

Kabhii kabhii mere dil men khayaal aata hai…

Sometimes the thought crosses my mind

That you’ve been made just for me.

Before this, you were dwelling somewhere in the stars;

You were summoned to earth just for me
…

Sometimes the thought crosses my mind

That this body and these eyes are kept in trust for me,

That the dark shadows of your hair are for my sake alone,

That these lips and these arms are charged to my care
…

Sometimes the thought crosses my mind

Just as the
shehnaii
sounds on the roads,

That it is my wedding night and I am lifting your veil;

You’re shrinking from shame, blushing in my arms
…

Sometimes the thought crosses my mind
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That you’ll love me like this our whole lives through,

That you’ll always lift a loving gaze to me like this.

I know you’re a stranger, but even so,

Sometimes the thought crosses my mind.

—Kabhi Kabhie
(Sometimes): Sahir Ludhianvi∗

∗ Kabhi Kabhie (Sometimes): lyrics by Sahir Ludhianvi, music by Khayyam. (Bombay, India: Yash Raj Films/HMV Music, 1976). Hindi to English lyrics translation courtesy Bollywhat.com.

Gender modified from original.
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