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“Mary Gentle is a delightfully twisted soul with a sharp eye for the ridiculous, and she pulls no punches here…. I enjoyed
Grunts
very much…. It’s certainly a worthy read if you enjoy parody and are tired of the same old fantasy caricatures and stereotypical quests.”

—The Green Man Review

One wing twitched.

Horn and bone slid together under torchlight. Metal sinews stretched, gears and cogs whirred.

“Golem…” Will, eyes wide, stared at flesh and blood, at wire and canvas. The poisoned dragon’s diamantine corpse stilled. He began a slow circling of the cavern wall beside Ned.

Ned muttered under his breath, “It’s only another dragon. It’s only another dragon….”

Ashnak of the Agaku marched across to the hoard, contemptuously kicking silver crowns and diamonds aside. “This isn’t what we came to find! Are you sure this is the right dragon?”

Will said, “There is—was—only one Dagurashibanipal, and that is she—”

“Look out!”


About the Author
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AFTER-ACTION REPORT
Grateful thanks go to (in alphabetical order): Ashley Bird, Michael Fearn, Neil Gaiman, Michael Gearing, Roz Kaveney, Alex Stewart, and various members of the old Battlegroup, and Five Company.

And to the man without whom this book would be in far better taste: Dean “Pass me another elf, Sergeant” Wayland…

Thanks for the inspiration, guys. The orcs would be
proud
of you.
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A NOTE ON ORCISH PRONOUNCIATION
A linguistic slur has it that Orcish is a monosyllabic language because orcs have difficulty memorising more than one syllable at a time. This is not true. Many Orcish names consist of as many as three, or even four, syllables. They are pronounced as follows:

	 

	Ashnak
	ASH
-nak

	Barashkukor
	BA
-rash-
KU
-kor

	Chahkamnit
	Chah-
KAM
-nit

	Dakashnit
	Da-
KASH
-nit

	Imhullu
	Im-
HUL
-lu

	Lugashaldim
	LU
-gash-
AL
-dim

	Marukka
	Ma-
RUK
-ka

	Razitshakra
	RA
-zit-
SHAK
-ra

	Shazgurim
	Shaz-
GUR
-im

	Varimnak
	VA
-rim-nak

	Zarkingu
	Zar-
KING
-u


BOOK 1

Brothers in Arms
1
In the tower of the nameless necromancer it is always cold.

The big orc’s breath smoked odourously on the air. He pulled the buckles of his breastplate tighter around his muscled body. Frost sparkled on the laminated black armour sheathing his shoulders, arms, and bowed thighs. The sorcerous cold bites into orc-flesh as no ordinary winter can.
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