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For my brothers,

and…

Para aquellos sin madre, ni padre, ni perro que les ladre
.

For those without a mother, without a father, without even a dog to make a bother.
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Es entonces cuando te pregunto, mamá, mi madre, mi corazón, mi madre, mi corazón, mi madre, mamá, la tristeza que siento. ¿Ésa dónde la pongo?
¿Dónde, mamá?

It’s then I ask you, mama, my mother, my heart, my mother, my heart, my mother, mama, the sadness I feel. Where do I put it?
Where, mama?

—
ELENA PONIATOWSKA
,
La Flor de Lis



The day Marie and Rosalind
arrived on a visit from Tacoma
was the day Marie ran off.


It had taken three days of driving
to get to San Antonio, and Marie
had cried the whole way.


I felt like crying and taking off, too.
My mother had died a few months
before. I was fifty-three years old and
felt like an orphan.

I
was
an orphan.

Every day I woke up and felt like a
glove left behind at the bus station. I
didn’t know I would feel this way.

Nobody told me.



I’d been hiding in my house since.
Most days I didn’t even comb my
hair, and most days I didn’t care.
The thought of talking to people
made me feel woozy.

And now Rosalind was here, and
Marie was gone, and I was the
only person Rosalind knew in all
of Texas. I put on my shoes and
grabbed my house keys.

  I followed Roz up and down the streets
of my neighborhood and along both banks
of the San Antonio River.

We asked the neighbors.

We put up flyers.  



“Have you seen Marie?”
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