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HIS BY CHRISTMAS

“What I feel when I kiss a woman is desire,” Jeffrey said. “I think the feelings you are describing are part of being in love.”

“But I felt nothing,” she said in a small voice. “Nothing at all. Shouldn’t I have felt
something
when William kissed me?”

“You’re not in love with him, Yvette.”

“Perhaps there’s something wrong with me,” she murmured.

“There’s absolutely nothing wrong with you.” Gently, he placed a hand under her chin, tilting her face to his. “Absolutely nothing.”

At his touch, Yvette’s pulse began to quicken. Her heart fluttered for a moment as she looked into his eyes. Her fingers itched to run along the length of his jaw, to feel the slight stubble on his cheek. What would it be like to kiss his lips? What would it feel like to be kissed by Jeffrey Eddington?

He stood so close Yvette could smell the now-familiar scent of him. Masculine. Clean. Sandalwood. A sudden crackle of excitement filled the air around them.

“Jeffrey, would you kiss me?”

Her whispered plea seemed to unlock something in him, for in the next instant he lowered his head and she closed her eyes, the sense of expectancy almost too great to bear. When his lips finally met hers, Yvette thought she would perish from the sheer pleasure of it . . .
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To my little sister Jennifer

 

My playmate, my confidante, my best friend.

 

For Daisy and Rosie and twelve o’donkey and a million others.

 

I cannot begin to imagine my childhood, my life, without you.

 

Thank you for everything.
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Note to Riley

Thank you for being the best son.
I love you more than you will ever know.
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