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To my beautiful granddaughter,
Kenna Rose Hurtuk,
who had lots of fun making an art poster
at her school. Keep being a wonderful writer!

I love you,

Gamma

Special appreciation to…

Noah Wallace School in Farmington, Connecticut, for inspiring this story. I loved the unicorn posters in the hallways!

And heartfelt appreciation to Randy Sparks and Barry McGuire, of the New Christy Minstrels, for allowing me to use the lyrics from their wonderful song “Green, Green.”

And to many Southwest School students in Torrington, Connecticut, for responding to the quotation
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder
.

And appreciation for two great thinkers: Plato, who inspired the famous quotation in this book, and Leo Tolstoy, who wrote the wonderful essay “What Is Art?”

I also want to thank my dear husband, Rufus, for his valuable suggestions.

And very special thanks to my perceptive editor, Leila Sales, for the conversations we had about this book. Her thoughtful criticism and questions greatly helped me write this story.

Harry the Horrible Artist

M
y name is Doug. I write stories about my friend Harry and me in Room 3B. I never thought I’d be writing about an art show.

Harry and art?

Are you kidding?

Harry and I are not good artists. Actually, Harry is a horrible artist. And although he loves horrible things, he can’t draw them. His pictures of snakes
and worms look like sticks. So if you were to tell me Harry’s work was going to be in an art show, I would say…

That is
not
going to happen!

But it did.

You have to read this story to find out
how
.

There are plenty of surprises along the way. And the ending? Well, it was on TV!

It all started one Monday morning, a few days before Saint Patrick’s Day. Kids in Room 3B were taking off their coats, hats, and gloves. Harry was looking out the window at the school playground and the vacant lot just beyond the school fence. “Oh, man,” he groaned. “The snow is still everywhere. I can’t believe it’s the second week of March! Where’s the grass, anyway?”

Mary was at her desk, showing Song Lee and Ida her little doll. It had lots of hair. Mary reached for her art supply box. “I’m going to trim my doll’s bangs with these,” she said, holding up a pair of scissors with red handles. “My brand-new scarlet scissors!”

“Ohhh…scarlet,” Ida replied. “I love that bright red color.”


“Me too,” Song Lee said. “It reminds me of a candy apple.” They watched
Mary carefully cut her doll’s yellow hair.

Just as the last morning bell rang, our teacher, Miss Mackle, hurried into the classroom. “Boys and girls, get to your seats, please!” she called out. “At nine o’clock, South School is going on TV!”

“TV? Yahoo!” Sid blurted out.

Song Lee and Ida quickly returned to their seats.

South School on TV? That’s a first!
I thought.

Harry plopped in his chair. He sat between Mary and me. “Have you guys seen any grass that’s
not
covered with snow?” he moaned.

I shook my head.

Mary didn’t answer Harry’s question until she had put her doll in her backpack
and brushed the yellow doll hairs off her desk. “Harry,” she finally replied. “How can you talk about the grass right now? We’re going on TV!” Then she took out her hand mirror and checked her teeth.

Harry just shrugged.

Miss Mackle reached for the remote control and clicked the
ON
button. “Keep your eyes on the screen, boys and girls,” she ordered. “Oh, I’m so excited!”

We were all excited, too—except for Harry.
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