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Introduction

By Miles Harvey

This book began with a brutal murder, a viral
video and a cup of coffee.

The murder took place on Sept. 24, 2009, in
the Roseland neighborhood on Chicago’s Far South Side. On that
Thursday afternoon, a fight broke out between two groups of
students from the nearby public high school, Christian Fenger
Academy High School. There had been a shooting outside the school
earlier in the day, and now tensions exploded into a wild melee
near a local community center. Acting “out of impulse,” as one of
the participants later put it, about 50 young people swarmed toward
each other, a few of them wielding huge pieces of lumber as
weapons.

Somebody slammed one of those boards into the
skull of a 16-year-old named Derrion Albert; somebody else punched
the honor student in the face; somebody else swung another board
down on him like an ax; somebody else stomped on his head and left
him to die; somebody else shot a video, laughing while he filmed.
And when that video went viral on the Internet, it caused a
national uproar. U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan described
the killing as “terrifying, heartbreaking and tragic,” while
Attorney General Eric Holder, who traveled to Chicago with Duncan
shortly after the incident to call for a “sustained national
conversation” on youth violence, claimed the murder had left an
“indelible mark” on the American psyche.
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