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James Essinger is a writer with a particular interest in the history of ideas that have had a practical impact on the modern world. He researched
Jacquard’s Web
over a period of three years.

His book
Spellbound: the improbable story of English
spelling
has been published in the UK and in the US.

He is currently working on a historical novel about Charles Babbage and Ada Lovelace and on a novel for teenagers set in his home town of Canterbury.
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How a hand-loom led to the

birth of the information age
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For my talented and industrious

colleague Helen Wylie, who was there when

this book was born.

Many ingenious minds labour in the throes of

invention, until at length the master mind, the

strong practical man, steps forward…, applies

the principle successfully, and the thing is done.

Samuel Smiles,
Self-Help, 1862
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