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For my mother, an artist haunted by the Holocaust who embraced life until the end

 

—SUSAN GREEN

 

For all of the special victims, who learn to be survivors

 

—RANDEE DAWN
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INTRODUCTION:

 

DICK WOLF SPEAKS

 

T
he story of
Law & Order: Special Victims Unit
starts over ten years ago. At the time,
Law & Order
had just won the Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series and it was one of the top drama series on television. I was inspired by the show’s success, and when
Exiled: A Law & Order Movie
was a ratings hit in 1998, I realized that the Law & Order brand was ripe for another spin-off, this time a new series.

 


Dick Wolf

 

Fortunately, Barry Diller, who was running the production studio at the time, agreed.

 

The inspiration for
Law & Order: SVU
goes back to the Robert Chambers case, the preppy murder in Central Park, which we did a variation of in the first season of
Law & Order
. I wanted to get deeper into the psychology of crimes like that, the role of human sexuality. At the same time, I saw a chance to expand the Law & Order brand, to create a universe of characters that would run between the two shows, who have real ties that continue and change. It may sound pretentious, but I thought of
Law & Order
and
SVU
as a huge novel, like Dickens’ London. And not only did
SVU
survive, it thrived.
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