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EDITORIAL REVIEW:

Under King Charles II, England's New World colonies are flourishing, as is France's colony Louisianne. Napolean is the dreaded Master of the European continent . . . And Sarah Cunningham, a woman from our own world, knows all too well what a difference this makes, for not long ago she was ripped from her life as a United States citizen in our history.	Sarah, now the Duchess of Wessex, journeys to North America with her new husband, the Duke—but this is no pleasure trip. The fate of the world—New and Old—rests on her saving her friend Meriel, rescuing Louis, rightful King of France, from the clutches of the Marquis de Sade, and finding the Holy Grail. But she and her beloved Duke are beset by perils that will test their strength and spirit to the utmost.
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NOTE

In writing an historical novel these days, even a contra-historical novel, the writer walks a fine line

between the political correctness of modern enlightened usage and the way people actually spoke and

thought at the time. In referring to tribal and slave populations of the New World, I've done my best to

be clear and reasonably naturalistic while still trying to avoid terms that make me wince (complicating

matters is the fact that nearly every Native American tribal name used in the East and South translates as

"the People.") Only you can be the judge of how well I've succeeded at this delicate—and sometimes

ticklish—task.

—ree

May this nation always be a lesson and an example to princes.

—George Washington

AUTHOR'S FOREWORD:

An Empire That Never Was

The "If Theory" of history is that oftentimes in world history distinct and radical changes rest upon a single

event or person. From that particular point two worlds then come into existence, one in which the matter

goes one way and one wherein it goes the other.

The point of divergence here is the affair of the Duke of Monmouth in the days of Charles II. The

majority of the English people at the time of Charles' death were bitterly opposed to the return of a

Catholic ruler. Unfortunately, Charles II had not been able to produce a living heir by his Portuguese

wife, Catherine of Braganza, though he had a number of illegitimate children by various mistresses, upon

whom he settled dukedoms and other major honors.

There has always been a rumor that James, Duke of Monmouth, the eldest known of Charles' by-blows,

is actually legitimate—that Charles, while in exile, did marry Mistress Waters, the Duke's mother.
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