


    Toggle navigation


ThomasStone
	Home
	Download Pdf Books





    
                
    
    
        Read Long-Ago Stories of the Eastern Cherokee Online

                Authors: Lloyd Arneach

                    

    
    Long-Ago Stories of the Eastern Cherokee

    
    
    
        
            	«
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	»

        

                
            


Published by The History Press

Charleston, SC 29403

www.historypress.net

Copyright Â© 2008 by Lloyd Arneach

All rights reserved

Illustrations by Elizabeth Ellison.

First published 2008

Second printing 2009

Third printing 2011

Fourth printing 2012

Fifth printing 2013

e-book edition 2013

ISBN 978.1.62584.459.0

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Arneach, Lloyd.

Long-ago stories of the eastern Cherokee / Lloyd Arneach.

p. cm.

print edition ISBN 978-1-59629-031-0 (alk. paper)

1. Cherokee Indians--Folklore. I. Title.

E99.C5A874 2008

398.2089'97557--dc22

2007050746

Notice
: The information in this book is true and complete to the best of our knowledge. It is offered without guarantee on the part of the author or The History Press. The author and The History Press disclaim all liability in connection with the use of this book.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form whatsoever without prior written permission from the publisher except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.

C
ONTENTS

H
OW THE
B
EAR
L
OST
H
IS
T
AIL

T
HE
B
EAR
M
AN

T
HE
H
UMMINGBIRD AND THE
C
RANE
R
ACE

C
REATION
S
TORY

H
OW THE
D
EER
G
OT
H
IS
A
NTLERS

T
HE
F
IRST
F
IRE

T
HE
F
IRST
S
TRAWBERRY

T
HE
F
IRST
T
OBACCO

I
SHI

T
HE
M
AGIC
L
AKE OF THE
A
NIMALS

T
HE
M
ILKY
W
AY

W
HY THE
M
INK
S
MELLS

P
LEIADES AND THE
P
INE

W
HY THE
P
OSSUM
'
S
T
AIL IS
B
ARE

T
HE
R
ABBIT
G
OES
D
UCK
H
UNTING

T
HE
R
EMOVED
T
OWNHOUSES

S
EQUOYAH

T
HE
S
MOKY
M
OUNTAINS

S
PEARFINGER

T
HE
T
RAIL OF
T
EARS

W
HY THE
T
URKEY
G
OBBLES

W
HY THE
T
ERRAPIN
'
S
S
HELL IS
C
RACKED

U
KTENA

W
OUNDED
K
NEE


H
OW
THE
B
EAR
L
OST
H
IS
T
AIL

This story took place long ago. In those days, the Bear had a long, bushy tail, and this story tells what happened to his tail.

The Bear woke up in the middle of the winter. He came out of his den and began looking around for food. Everything was covered with snow, and he started walking through the forest. He saw Brother Fox coming through the forest toward him.

Brother Fox had a big stringer of fish hanging over his shoulder. He looked up and saw the Bear coming toward him, but it was too late for him to run away with his fish. He didn't want to tell Brother Bear he had stolen his fish from the Mink, because then the Bear would take them away from him. So Brother Fox came up with an idea about how he could trick the Bear.

The Bear continued walking along the trail and approached Brother Fox. The Bear said, “That's a lot of fish you've got there. Could you give me one of those fish? I'm awfully hungry.”

The Fox knew that he couldn't give the Bear one fish, because then he would want another and another and another. So Brother Fox said, “Bear, I'll tell you how I caught all of these fish and you can catch more fish than I've got here.”

And the Bear said, “How did you catch all of those fish?”

The Fox replied, “I went down to the river and I used a rock to knock a hole in the ice. I turned around and stuck my tail down in that hole. The fish started biting the hairs on my tail and it hurt, but that meant more and more fish were biting my tail. I kept waiting and waiting until finally I stood up and I had all of these fish hanging on my tail. Your tail is much bigger than mine and you will catch more fish than I did.”

The Bear went down to the river. He found a big rock and used it to knock a hole in the ice. Then he turned around and stuck his long, bushy tail down in the hole. It wasn't long before his tail started to hurt. He thought of all the fish that were biting his tail. Finally, the pain was so strong that he couldn't stand it any longer. The Bear tried to stand up, but he couldn't because the ice had frozen around his tail. He kept straining to stand until finally he gave one last push with his hind legs and pulled free. But he left his long, bushy tail frozen in the ice and all he had left was a short stub of a tail.

And that is why, whenever the Fox sees the Bear in the forest, the Fox runs awayâ€”because the Bear still remembers how the Fox caused him to lose his long, bushy tail.
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A Man was hunting in the woods when he saw a Black Bear. He followed the Bear until he was able to shoot it with an arrow. The Bear kept moving. The Man followed and shot the Bear again and again. The Bear did not drop. This was a medicine Bear and it could talk and read the thoughts of people.

The Bear stopped and pulled the arrows from its side. He told the Hunter, “Your arrows will not kill me.” He said, “Come to my house and we will live together.”

The Hunter thought, “He wants to kill me.”

The Bear read his thoughts and said, “I will not harm you.”


The Hunter then asked, “How will I get food?”

The Bear replied, “There will be plenty of food.”

Finally, the Hunter decided to go with the Bear.

They came to a cave in the mountain. The Bear said, “They are having a council inside. We will see what they decide to do.”

They went into the cave and it widened as they went deeper. They saw all kinds of Bears: white, black, brown, young and old. The chief was a great white Bear. The Hunter and the Bear sat in a corner, but the Bears could smell the Hunter.

They asked, “What is that bad smell?”

The Bear chief said, “It is only a stranger come to visit us. Don't talk like that.”

It was getting hard to find food in the mountains, and they had sent Bears out to find food. Two Bears came back and said they had found an area in the lowlands where the chestnuts and acorns were knee-deep. They were happy that they would not starve and got ready to dance.

The leader of the Bears was one the Cherokee called “Long Hams.” He was a big Black Bear that was always lean. After the dance, the Bears noticed the Hunter's bow and arrows. One said, “This is what Man kills us with. Let us learn how to use them and we can use them against him.”

They took the bow and arrows from the Hunter. A Bear put the arrow on the bow and drew the string back. The string got caught in his long claws and the arrow fell to the ground. The Bears realized they could not use the bow and arrows, so they gave them back to the Hunter. The dance and council were now over and everybody left.

The Hunter and the Bear were the last to leave. They traveled on until they came to another cave. The Bear said, “This is where I live.”

He went inside the cave. The Hunter followed him. The Hunter was very hungry and he thought, “How will I get something to eat?”

The Bear read his thoughts and sat on his hind legs. He rubbed his stomach with his forepaws and when he opened his paws they were filled with chestnuts. He gave them to the Hunter. He rubbed his stomach with his forepaws again and when he opened his paws they were filled with huckleberries. He gave these to the Hunter. He rubbed his stomach with his forepaws again. When he opened his paws they were filled with blackberries. He gave them to the Hunter. He rubbed his stomach with his forepaws again and when he opened his paws they were filled with acorns. The Hunter said he had had enough.
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