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So you want to be a pop star?

Making it in the music biz

For more about the Fame School kids, read

About the Author

FAME SCHOOL

Glamour! Talent! Stardom! Fame and fortune could be one step away for the kids of Fame School! All the students at Rockley Park, a school for the pop culture performing arts, are talented, but they still have to work hard. They must keep up their grades, learn about the professional side of the music business, improve their talent, and get along with their classmates. Being a starâ€”and a kidâ€”isn't easy. Things don't always go as planned, but one thing's certainâ€”this group of friends will do their best to sing, dance, and jam their way to the top!

Who's the best dancer at Rockley Park?

“How's your dance coming along?” Chloe asked Marmalade.

“Awesome! It's a lot of fun,” Marmalade answered. “But I want it to be really original, so Mr. Penardos can see how much effort I'm putting into it.”

“Well, I think you've got some competition from Jack,” said Chloe. “His dance is different from anything I've seen at Rockley Park. It's so graceful, like a mixture of ballet and modern dance.”

Marmalade shook his head. “It's not good being
too
much like ballet,” he told her, feeling more and more annoyed that she was so impressed with Jack's dance.

“Why not?” she asked.

Marmalade scrambled for an answer. “Because . . . because he might get teased,” he said.

“Don't be silly!” Chloe laughed. “His dancing was amazing. It doesn't matter what the style is, no one here will laugh at a good performance.” She looked at his grumpy face. “You're not jealous, are you?” she asked.

“Of course not!” said Marmalade. “What gave you that idea?”
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1. Marmalade

"Two more Rising Stars points!
Two!
” Marmaduke Stamp, always known as Marmalade, waggled his wildly corkscrewed red hair in triumph. His friend Danny James smiled, glanced at his own report card, and put it quietly in his bag.

The two friends couldn't have been less alike. Marmalade's long curls, snub nose, and freckled face were as noticeable as his bubbly nature and noisy laugh. Everything about him was larger than life, especially when he'd just gotten a little bit closer to realizing his ambition. He was desperate to dance at the Rising Stars Concert, which was recorded at the local television studios in front of an invited audience of important people from the entertainment industry.
Everyone
wanted to get in the show, but only the very best would be chosen. Marmalade really hoped that the concert would be his big break.

Performances at their last school event, an amazing outdoor charity concert organized by Tara Fitzgerald, had counted toward Rising Stars points, and Marmalade had been waiting anxiously all through the midterm vacation to find out how he'd done. Now he knew, and was sure his excitement would make him unstoppable. During the break, he had spent time teaching himself some hip-hop moves and now he wanted to show them to Danny.

“Watch this!” he said, flipping neatly into a handstand.

“Wow!” Danny smiled. But Marmalade hadn't finished. He walked a couple of feet on his hands and then, in one fluid movement, rolled over and jumped back onto his feet. Danny was seriously impressed.

Marmalade grinned. “Break dancing is the way to go!” he announced. “There are so many cool moves.”

And with that, he crouched down in the hallway and started to spin on his shoulders. After a couple of spins, he collapsed in a sprawl of arms and legs, getting in the way of several other students.

Danny laughed. “Maybe you should save it for outside,” he said.

“For goodness' sake!” protested Tara, who had to step over him to get past. “What are you doing?”

Marmalade grinned. He loved to tease Tara, who was often grumpy. “Polishing the floor,” he told her, getting to his feet. “Does it look better now? Actually,” he added to Danny as Tara scowled at him and marched off, “the reason I couldn't spin correctly was that the floor wasn't shiny enough. Too much friction. Some B-boys even carry a big piece of cardboard around wherever they go to give themselves a good surface.”

“It sounds like it would be a pain to have to do that,” said Danny.

“That's not the right attitude for a break dancer!” Marmalade insisted, spinning around on one leg, in a movement more like ballet than anything else.

“Good thing I'm not a dancer, then,” Danny reminded him with a smile.

Danny was a drummer, and both he and Marmalade were at Rockley Park, the school of their dreams. It was an amazing boarding school that taught students everything they needed to know about making it in the music business, as well as providing all the usual school classes.

Marmalade had earned a place at Rockley Park for his talented and exuberant dancing. He had a good singing voice, too, but dance was his life, and his ambition was to star in all the best pop videos.

“Come on!” he urged Danny. “Let's see what grades the others got!” He flung his bag over his shoulder and raced off in the direction of the dining hall, leaving Danny to follow behind.

Marmalade soon caught up with twins Pop and Lolly Lowtherâ€”famous for their modeling successâ€”and flung himself between them, draping his arms around their shoulders.

“Marmalade! Get off!” Pop laughed, wriggling free and smoothing her long, black hair back into place.

Lolly disentangled herself, too. “What's up?” she asked.

“Grades!” Marmalade said, beaming all over his face. “And I did it again. I got two more Rising Stars points. That
must
make me good enough to dance at the Rising Stars Concert.” He grabbed Lolly again and whirled her around.

“Maybe,” conceded Pop, avoiding Marmalade and her sister, who were still spinning. “But don't forget that the final decision isn't made until nearly the end of the semester. You can't relax yet.”

“I know,” Marmalade agreed. He stopped whirling Lolly, let her go, and looked serious for a moment. “But they always want a good mix of students, and there aren't
that
many people who are specializing in dance. I
have
to have a good chance.”

“I'm sure you do,” Lolly agreed, still catching her breath. “You're by far the best dancer in our grade. And I know how much you want this chance.”

“We
all
do!” her sister protested. “The Rising Stars Concert could be wonderful for
our
careers too, Lolly. Think of the audience.” She shivered with anticipation. “There'll be lots of important people there from the music industry, all ready to sign up the best acts! And that's before the program even goes on the air!”

“But you're already famous models,” Marmalade protested. “And you're halfway to being famous pop stars as well. For me, appearing at a Rising Stars Concert could give me the lucky break I'm looking for.”

Danny caught up with them, and Lolly turned to him as they all reached the dining room.

“How were
your
grades, Danny?” she asked. “Did you get any Rising Stars points?”

He nodded seriously. “Yes,” he said. “But my math grade was down.”

“Forget that!” Marmalade told him. “Fess up. How many Rising Stars points did you get? I forgot to ask earlier. I was so excited about my two.”

Danny looked embarrassed. “I got three,” he admitted.

“Three!” squealed Pop. “
Nobody
gets three. I thought two was the most you could get for each subject.”

Marmalade's mouth dropped open, and he stared at Danny in amazement, but his generous nature didn't allow him to be jealous for more than a second or two.

“Well!” He laughed, clapping Danny on the back. “Thank goodness you're not a dancer, or I'd have no chance! Good job! Come on, let's get some food. I'm starving.” He spun around on one leg and headed in through the door toward the lunch line.

Most of the students were comparing their grades over lunch. And it wasn't all good news. Rockley Park didn't allow its students to shirk their academic work, however musically talented they were. Anyone whose grades went down knew that they would have to study hard during the second half of the term to make up lost ground.

Although Lolly had improved most of
her
grades, the coolest singer in the class, Chloe Tompkins, needed to work harder at math. And Danny and Taraâ€”who played bass guitarâ€”had not done as well in geography and physics.

Marmalade was down in most of his academic grades, but nothing could dampen his high spirits. “I'm on my way to the Rising Stars Concert!” he sang as they headed off for their next class, flinging his arms wide and almost hitting Tara in the process.

Tara ducked just in time and glowered at Marmalade. “Pride comes before a fall,” she warned him angrily.

But Marmalade wasn't going to let Tara spoil his mood. “You only fall if you're not perfectly balanced,” he told her pompously, pirouetting in a more controlled manner. “And as a dancer, I am
always
well balanced,” he added.
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