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The Chisholms of Texas 3

Must Be Doin’ Somethin’ Right

Dillon Chisholm is not an easy man, but he is overworked. He is a dominant male who likes to be in charge at all times. Needing to hire another veterinarian to help him at the ranch, Dillon interviews Abigail Barnes. Dillon knows immediately she is the woman for him. However, as his student, she is off-limits for the next year. Will he be able to keep his hands off her? If his feelings aren't reciprocated, will Abby cry sexual harassment when Dillon makes his feelings for her known?

Abby is not looking for another dominant male in her life. Her father had been dominant in a bad way and had ruled her life until his death nearly five years ago. Now Abby is finally able to do what she wants. Will she be willing to give away control to a man, even if it is only in the bedroom?

Genre:
Contemporary, Western/Cowboys
Length:
77,077 words
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Chapter 1
 

Twenty-two months ago

 

“Shit, you pansies. Haven’t any of you beat him since we left?” asked Ryan as he walked up to the pool table where his brothers were in the midst of a game.

“No, asshole. We haven’t. Are you done looking at my intern?” Dillon asked with a growl and a finger salute. “Don’t either one of you even think about going after her.”

“I don’t know, Dillon. She’s pretty hot. All that dark brown hair. Those deep blue eyes. That hourglass figure,” Ryder said as he mimicked the intern’s figure with a movement of his hands. “She seemed pretty interested in me. Maybe she doesn’t want to wait another year to get some Chisholm love.” Ryder smiled at his brother as he watched Xander continue to run the table. Xander had been winning when he and Ryan had gone downstairs about fifteen minutes ago, too.

“Don’t even joke about that, dumb shit! She can’t know that I’m interested in her that way until after the internship is over. Fuck. That’s all I need. A sexual harassment lawsuit.” Dillon looked truly horrified at the very idea.

“What makes you think she won’t cry sexual harassment after she’s done with the internship and you let her know what you want? Or aren’t you going to hire her?” asked Ryan with a smile he tried to hide as he racked the balls for another game.

“Oh, I’ll hire her. She’s a damn fine veterinarian. It would be stupid to let her go.” Dillon sat down at the table and brought his beer to his lips, taking a long pull.

Ryder could tell Dillon didn’t want to discuss the issue anymore, but he knew his twin. Ryan wouldn’t hesitate to put the screws to control-freak Dillon. “What, then? Are you just going to take the chance she won’t sue your ass?” Ryan lined up his shot and broke apart the rack. One of the solids went into the side pocket. As he moved around to set up another shot, he looked back at Dillon with a raised eyebrow. The other brothers were avidly listening to the exchange.

“Since when are you so interested in CRE business?” Dillon asked in a hard tone.

Ryder could tell Dillon was on the ropes and went in for the kill. “Damn, bro. Why are you so defensive? If I didn’t know any better, I’d say you had real feelings for this woman.” He smiled as Dillon opened his mouth to protest this statement only to shut it again with a chagrined smile. He looked around at the rest of his brothers

“Fine, asshole.” Dillon just smiled as the game got underway in earnest. “Just wait until it’s your turn. We’ll see who’s laughing then.”

 

* * * *

 

Present Day

 

Abigail Barnes gave one last look around the rustic cabin that had been her home for the past two years and gave a deep sigh. Seeing that she hadn’t left anything behind, she closed and locked the door to the cabin as she got into her little red Mazda and headed into town.

It was August in southeastern Texas and it was already hot as blazes. She cranked up the air-conditioning and turned up the country music station her radio was tuned to.

Abby looked down at the envelope sticking out of her purse. It was her veterinary license. She was officially a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine. If the school hadn’t changed the requirements regarding the length of clinical internships for the veterinary program, Abby would have been done a year ago. She was lucky Dillon Chisholm agreed to let her stay on as an intern for another year. Some of her classmates hadn’t been so lucky with their internships and had to scramble for another position to get the mandatory two years in. Her clinical internship at Chisholm Ranch Enterprises had officially ended last week and, though she would start working as a full-time veterinarian for the Ranch on Monday, she had decided to move into the nearby town of Deseo, Texas, instead of living on the Ranch.

In fact, she was moving into a furnished, two-bedroom apartment over Bach Florists that was owned by Samantha Chisholm, Ryan Chisholm’s wife. The space became vacant a little over a month before because the tenant got married and moved out of the area. Samantha hadn’t rented it out right away and, instead, had some repair work and updates done to the place. Abby asked her about moving into the space as soon as she heard that the apartment was going to be available. Samantha immediately warmed to the idea and took Abby over to the apartment to show her the space right then and there. They quickly reached an agreement as to the lease.

Abby met Jordan, Samantha, and Taylor, wives of three of the Chisholm brothers, and Jessie, their sister, just after she started her clinical internship at the Ranch last fall. She had yet to meet the youngest sister, Jennifer, who was attending law school in Austin. The ladies issued her a standing invitation for their Friday-night get-together at Chaps & Spurs, a club in Deseo owned by the twins, Ryan and Ryder.

There were a lot of Chisholms to keep track of, and Abby found it a bit daunting. There were six brothers, two sisters, three daughters-in-law, one grandchild, and one more on the way. Add to that the mother and father, Cassie and Alex Chisholm, as well as assorted extended family, and gatherings at the big house were chaotic and noisy. Abby knew this for a fact as Cassie Chisholm had invited her to several over the past two years, refusing to take no for an answer.

Dillon Chisholm was a middle child and the head of the Veterinarian-Sciences Division of Chisholm Ranch Enterprises, or CRE. He was also the most lethally gorgeous man that Abby had ever met. Dillon was six feet three inches of lean, hard muscle. His jet-black hair, worn longer than the rest of his brothers to just past his shoulders, and his emerald-green eyes marked him as a Chisholm brother. The brothers looked so much alike it was uncanny. His skin was the color of caramel that proudly announced his Native American and Hispanic heritage. The man was sex on a stick. That’s what he was. Totally yummy—and he didn’t seem to notice that Abby was a woman, let alone a woman he could be interested in.

On the one hand, he looked exactly like his five brothers except for some facial hair, but on the other, he was totally unique. Abby didn’t pant after his brothers like she’d panted after Dillon for the past two years. There was something utterly unique about Dillon, with his goatee, pierced ear, tattoos, and longish hair that drove Abby to distraction. Despite being a respected vet in the veterinarian community, Abby could tell that Dillon was the wild one of the Chisholm brothers.

She saw the tattoos on his arms that were half-hidden most of the time under his muscle-hugging T-shirts. He had gotten down on his stomach in the hay several times during the past two years to help a horse foal and stripped off his shirt before doing so, not wanting to ruin it in the process. The stark black ink on his back and biceps had startled her at first. She’d never been interested in a man with tattoos before. But on Dillon, they just added to the bad-boy persona that was a total turn-on for her. Abby longed to ask him about the unusual markings on his body but hadn’t gotten up the nerve yet. Dillon didn’t seem like the type to get inked with meaningless symbols. She knew there was a story behind the tattoos. The piercing was a single piercing in his left ear decorated with a small gold hoop or a diamond stud, depending on whatever whim struck him, she guessed.
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