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Gratias tibi ago
.

The sin, both of men and of angels,

was rendered possible by the fact that

God gave them free will.

 

—C.S. Lewis

 

Dramatis Personae

HEAVEN

Michael: Chief Archangel, he is oldest of the Archangels and has the following titles: Prince of Heaven, Archangel of Repentance, Righteousness, Mercy and Sanctification, Tutelary Sar of Israel, Guardian of Jacob, Commander in Chief of the Armies of Heaven, Destroyer of Satan, Chief of the Sun, patron saint of policemen, a Grail angel. His power is gold, and he is bonded to Archangel Gabriel.

Gabriel: Archangel of War, he is next in age and has the following titles: Mercy, Revelation and Annunciation, the Strength of God, God’s Rage and Jealousy, General of God’s Armies, Commander of the Seraphim, Left Hand of God, Destroyer of Sodom and Gommorah, Dictator of the Koran to Mohammed, Chief of the Moon, a Grail Angel. His power is silver, and he is bonded to Archangel Michael.

Raphael: Archangel of Healing and Medicine, Prayer, Joy and Light, Overseer of the Evening Winds, Angel of the Sun. His power is white, and he is bonded to Israfel, Angel of Music.

Uriel: Archangel of Sanctification, Fire, and Vengeance, and his titles are: Guardian of the Gates of Hell, Guardian of Eden, Fire of God, angel of thunder. His power is orange, and he is bonded to Archangel Raziel.

Tzadkiel: Archangel of Judgment, and his titles are: Chief of God’s Secret Police, Commander of the Ophanim, angel of Jupiter. His power is copper colored.

Samael: Archangel of Death. His power is indigo.

Remiel: Archangel of Mercy and Visions, and his titles are: Guide to Judgment, angel of thunder. His power is dark green, and he is in a long-term relationship with Ishtahar.

Haniel: Archangel of Love, with the titles of: Guardian of Innocents, angel of Venus. His power is red.

Metatron: Archangel of the Voice of God, and his titles are: Angel of the Covenant, Chancellor of Heaven, Scribe of God. His power is pale blue.

Raziel: Archangel of Secrets and Mysteries and Science, Author and Keeper of the Sefer Raziel book of magic, angel of the Grail. His power is bronze, and he is bonded to Archangel Uriel.

Israfel: Angel of Music. His power is blue, and he is bonded to Archangel Raphael.

Tabbris: Angel of Free Will. His power is purple.

Agrat bat Mahlat: Angel of Prostitution and Sex and Procreation. She is one of the four Holy Succubi, called the Whore of God. Her power is red, and she is married/bonded to Shateiel, Angel of Silence and Soldiers.

Shateiel: Angel of Silence and Soldiers. The most trusted lieutenant of Gabriel, he is mute, communicates solely by telepathy. His power is light blue, and he is married/bonded to Agrat, Angel of Prostitution, Sex and Procreation.

Sophiel: Intelligence of Jupiter (corresponding to Tzadkiel), Angel of the Moon. Her power is blue.

Brieus: Angel of Demon Hunting. His power is silver-blue.

EARTH

John: Adopted son of Gabriel, killed during the Seventy Years War.

Mira: Adopted daughter of Gabriel, killed during the Seventy Years War.

Lia Darguill: Operative of evil who worked out of a textbook warehouse in Atlanta, Georgia, devoted to Bob Taytton and his planned new world order.

Bob Taytton: Megalomaniac who believed himself to be the reincarnation of a French saint named Secaire. Opened the portals to Hell that sparked the Seventy Years War, and was killed at the outset of that war.

Ishtahar: High Priestess of Semjaza, Prince of the Grigori. Born in the city of Eden at the dawn of Creation. Forced to bear children to Semjaza, mother of the first Nephilim—half human, half angel hybrids. She is in a long-term relationship with Remiel.

Hiwa: Elder son of Ishtahar, hates his father, Semjaza and feels nothing but loathing for him. Has spent most of his life living as an assassin, working predominantly for the Russian mafia.

Ahijah: Younger son of Ishtahar, also hates his father, Semjaza. Has devoted his life to God, living and working as a priest, finally settling in Brazil.

Eleanora: A French witch, living in Provence.

Jihu: A shaman, living in North Korea in a communal farm with his family, hides his talents from prying eyes and ears.

Sorella: A wise-woman, living in the Congo, in the slums. She is also an herbalist and healer.

Frank: A former Cistercian monk, now a Hermit. He lives on the island of St. Kilda, off the north coast of Scotland.

Khenbish: A shaman and a Buddhist, living in Mongolia, his name means “Nobody,” which confuses evil spirits.

Iolana: A shamaness living in Hawaii, very shy but kind and cheerful, she lives with her girlfriend and loves to surf. Her name means “to soar like an eagle.”

Wilara: A Wajarri Elder living on the traditional tribal lands of the Wajarri People in Western Australia.

Lyudmila: Queen of the Eastern Bloc Weres and has two shifter shapes—a wolf and a mink. Has talent with magic and with visions. Is Russian but now lives in Yerevan, capital of Armenia.

Piotr: Lyudmila’s consort. Is Russian, but lives in Yerevan with Lyudmila. His shifter shape is that of an eagle.

Chloe: A young woman working for the British Library in London in the rare books and manuscripts department. Good friends with Penemuel, the Grigori.

Susan: Chloe’s mother and Penemuel’s landlady.

Sebastian Bloome: Individual involved in the kidnap and sale of angels on the black market.

HELL

Lucifer: King of Hell. A Fallen Angel, the first Fallen Angel. Is very good friends with the Archdemon Adramelek, one of the first angels to Fall. His titles are: King of Hell, Lightbringer, The Morningstar, Lucifer, Prince of Lies, Lord of Deceit, Lord of the Flies, The Devil, Satan. Is almost omniscient, nearly as much as God. His power is white, and he is in an open relationship with Lilith and is sometimes involved with Adramelek.

Adramelek: Fallen Angel and unquestionably loyal to Lucifer. Formerly a member of the choir of angels called the Thrones. His titles are: Archdemon of Fire, Great Minister and Chancellor of the Order of the Fly, President of Satan’s Private Council, the High Council of Devils, President of the Order of Glass Knives. Power is silver-black, he is Lucifer’s sometime lover.

Ondrass: One of the first demons created, born out of Lucifer’s fury just after his fall into Hell. His titles are: Archdemon of Discord, Grand Marquis of Hell, Lucifer’s personal hitman, member of the Order of Glass Knives. His power is black, and he is in a relationship with his personal assistant, Markus.

Melcherisa: Archdemon of Darkness, Governor of the Base Natures of Hell, member of the Guild of Glass Knives. His power is dark gray.

Lix Tetrax: Duchess of Whirlwinds, High Priestess of Fevers and Member of the Order of the Fly, member of the Guild of Knives. Her power is silver-gray.

Ba’al: Seneschal to Lucifer and butler to Lucifer. Absolutely loyal to Lucifer and loves him as a father-figure. His power is gray.

Sprite: Adramelek’s hell-cat, ginger colored, with a fondness for tuna and fresh fish.

Uphir: Archdemon of Medicine and Science, Hell’s Physician. His power is muddy-brown.

Marchosias: Marquis of Wolves. His is power is khaki-green.

Markus: Personal Assistant to Ondrass, the Archdemon of Discord. His power is gray, and he is in a relationship with Ondrass.

OTHER

Shamsiel: A Fallen Angel of the choir of the Grigori. Formerly the Grigori of Astrology. Made a deal with Bob Taytton and they sold feathers from his wings to demons to hide them from angelic sight in the build-up to the Seventy Years War. Was killed by Lucifer for his actions.

Semjaza: Prince of the Grigori, imprisoned in the constellation of Aquila by Gabriel in the last days of Eden. His punishment was for corrupting humanity and breeding with human women, most notably his high priestess, Ishtahar, whom he forced to be his wife. Is the father of Hiwa and Ahijah. He is a talented magician.
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