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PRAISE FOR

A Crafty Killing

(Best of 2011 by
Suspense Magazine
)

“Fun plot, fanciful characters, really fabulous crafts…Bartlett put her art and soul into this mystery!”

—Laura Childs,
New York Times
bestselling author of
Stake & Eggs

“Bartlett combines murder, a touch of romance, and a lot of intrigue in this charming story. With a cast of personable characters and a lively, fast-paced story line, readers will be enthralled and delighted with this fresh new series.”

—
Fresh Fiction

“A fun new mystery with a cast of charming characters…Readers will look forward to more with Katie and the artisans from Artisans Alley.”

—
The Mystery Reader

“A sweet new mystery series by a top-notch author who writes under a few pen names. Katie is a likable heroine, fallible yet strong, tough but tender. A great book for readers looking for something light—and who also look for happy endings. I expect this series to go on for a long time.”

—
Cozy Library

“[A] fantastic start to a new cozy series…
A Crafty Killing
kept my attention from the very first word until I turned the last page. The red herrings were aplenty, and the killer a complete surprise. Ms. Bartlett has created a crafty tale that must be read.”

—
The Best Reviews

“This opening tale in a small-town amateur-sleuth series is a terrific first act.”

—
Genre Go Round Reviews
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	ALWAYS LEARNING
	PEARSON


For my “niece” Sophie Stanley
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To learn more about the Victoria Square Mysteries, and find more of Katie’s recipes, I hope you’ll visit my website, www.LorraineBartlett.com, and consider signing up for my periodically e-mailed newsletter.
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Katie’s No-Bake Recipes

One

When the idea came to Katie Bonner to live over her boyfriend’s pizza parlor, it seemed like a great one. And it was. In April and May—and even early June. The heat radiating from the pizza ovens kept her tiny apartment warm and cozy.

And then came July and things got sticky. Literally.

I’ll get a window air conditioner
, Katie thought to herself, and then discovered that while the pizzeria could handle the electrical load from a large AC unit out back, the circuit panel in her apartment could not.

Did her landlord/boyfriend, Andy Rust, want to upgrade it?

Um…no.

Had that caused friction between them?

Definitely.

It was a sultry Saturday evening and twilight was about to fall as Katie gazed out the apartment’s front window overlooking Victoria Square. The air was stifling in her tiny apartment. So much so that she’d only picked at the cold salad
she’d bought at the local grocery store, since she hadn’t felt like cooking. The oscillating fan on a stand circulated the air around her, but did nothing to actually lower the room’s oppressive temperature. Her two cats, Della and Mason, didn’t seem to mind the heat at all, or at least they didn’t show it—except for the inordinate amount of hair they seemed to shed on the rugs and every piece of upholstered furniture. Katie was glad she had a vacuum cleaner with a hose attachment. The cats would sack out on the cool ceramic tile in the bathroom and purr contentedly when she went in to check on them.

She sighed as she stared at the old Webster mansion on the opposite end of Victoria Square, the quaint shopping district within the village of McKinlay Mill, New York. For years she’d had her eye on buying the old house in hopes of turning it into The English Ivy Inn. Instead, her late husband had taken everything they had saved to buy the building and invested it in Artisans Alley, a going concern that was quickly going downhill. Chad had died in a car accident less than a year later. Ezra Hilton, the Alley’s manager, had followed him in death some seven months after that. Katie had inherited a majority interest in the artisans arcade and became its rather reluctant manager.
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