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Raves for the Jaded Gentleman Novels

Ecstasy Wears Emeralds

“Sensuality fills the pages.”

—
Publishers Weekly

Seduction Wears Sapphires

“An amazing read. I enjoyed it immensely … Ashe and Caroline are wonderful characters that made me fall in love with them from the beginning of the story.”

—
Night Owl Reviews

“A fine book, well crafted, well researched, and an entertaining romantic novel … Historical romance fans will be delighted, I have no doubt.”

—
The Book Binge

“What a refreshing new take on two people who from first sight are determined to detest each other … I was immediately engrossed with the fiery, witty dialogue and the curiosity of how this couple, who loathed each other upon their meeting, would come full circle to a beautifully shared love in the end.”

—
Fiction Vixen

Revenge Wears Rubies

“Sensuality fairly steams from Bernard’s writing. This luscious tale will enthrall you. Enjoy!”

—Sabrina Jeffries,
New York Times
bestselling author

“If you’re a fan of spicy hot romances mixed with a bit of intrigue and set in Victorian London, don’t miss this one!”

—
The Romance Dish

“Galen’s journey from emotional cripple to ability to love is a captivating, erotic romance.”

—
Fresh Fiction

More praise for the “grand mistress of sensual, scorching romance”*

“Sinfully sexy … Wickedly witty, sublimely sensual … Renee Bernard dazzles readers … Clever, sensual, and superb.”

—
Booklist

“Scorcher! Bernard debuts with an erotic romance that delivers not only a high degree of sensuality but a strong plotline and a cast of memorable characters. She’s sure to find a place alongside Robin Schone, Pam Rosenthal, and Thea Devine.”

—
*RT Book Reviews

“Very hot romance. Readers who enjoy an excellent, sizzling Victorian story are going to thoroughly enjoy this one.”

—
Romance Reviews Today

“Shiverlicious! A captivating plot, charismatic characters, and sexy, tingle-worthy romance … Fantastic!”

—
Joyfully Reviewed

“Crowd-pleasing.”

—
Publishers Weekly

“[This] steamy historical romance is [a] great debut for this new author … Filled with steamy and erotic scenes … The plot is solid and the ending holds many surprises … Tantalizing.”

—
Fresh Fiction
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ALWAYS LEARNING

PEARSON

To Holly. There’s never been a moment when I didn’t look up to you in complete awe. As a sister, a mother and a “Happy,” a teacher and a scholar, and as the voice of calm in any storm, you’re one of those women who always amaze others without any effort at all. I know you don’t like even a hint of mush, and maybe it’s the hedgehog in you that makes us like you all the more. I love you.

To Heidi. What a heart you have! I can’t even describe how much I admire you for your beauty and your humor. You make everything look so graceful; being a mom and being there for everyone around you. Martha Stewart would cry if she could see the beautiful house you keep … but only because she could never match the sweet spirit that you infuse in everything around you. I love you.

To Geoffrey and my girls. Let’s stop time. Just for a while. Until I can catch my breath and get used to being this happy.

And finally, to Leslie Esdaile Banks, my Fairy Godmother. I miss you, your hugs, and your laugh. Heaven can’t be beautiful enough for a soul like yours … but with your arrival, I’m sure it’s been vastly improved.


Acknowledgments
I’m going to try to thank a new cast of people so that anyone paying attention to these doesn’t get too bored hearing all over again about my wonderful editor, Kate Seaver, or my friend the media powerhouse, Sheila English, or my friends behind the scenes who made this book possible: Lisa Richardson, Sean Conley-Whiting, and Lia Boxwell. Or even yet another reprise to the ER staff at Marshall Hospital. (Has anyone done a study to make sure that children under the age of six aren’t crazy? Because mine will do
anything it takes
to give me a heart attack—apparently for amusement. And for those stuffed bears they give out.)

But this time, I want to also thank my new agent, Eric Ruben, who is phenomenally brilliant and very funny. And on those days when all you want to do is cry and throw in the towel, it’s nice to have someone with a great sense of humor come to your rescue (or at least offer to buy you a drink).

I want to thank Anne Elizabeth for becoming one of those amazing friends that you’re sure you’ve never been good enough to deserve but you keep your fingers crossed that there will be enough opportunities to earn anyway. When I grow up, I want to be cool enough to hang out with Anne.

I want to thank Samantha Stoddard for being Samantha Stoddard. Sam was like a touchstone and while she pretended to need my help and advice, I swear I got more out of her internship than she did. My attempt at mentorship was probably laughable, but it was a joy just to be in her presence.

It’s been a year of extremes, highs and lows. The low point was the loss of a dear friend, L.A. Banks, in August of 2011. It’s not an original complaint but I’ll waste my breath saying it. I hate cancer. I hate it. And a day hasn’t passed when I haven’t missed her or made an impossible wish about reversing fate. The worst of it is, I suspect, this will never change. The best of it is, every day is about being a better person to try to live up to the legacy she left behind. She’s inspired me to try harder—at everything.

The high points were family weddings and quiet parenting milestones that made sure I was reminded of how precious every day can be. It’s crazy to say that Fiona losing a tooth or Morgan touching the ocean made all the stress and long hours worthwhile, but there you have it. Life went on.

And again, just in case anyone is tracking these from book to book, you know I can’t leave her out. My mother is still my biggest fan and strongest supporter. Geography makes no difference. I know she’s right behind me and wherever this path takes me, my mother will be the first one to cheer me on.

I have to also mention the wonderful readers and booksellers in Australia who have been especially kind with their e-mails and Facebook friending (if that’s a verb!). I’m saving pennies for the trip I imagine myself taking to the Far East and Australia. It’s silly, I realize, but a woman must have dreams in these difficult times and mine is to see some of my favorite booksellers down under and “pop in” on a romance reading group or two. Australian Romance Readers Association conference in Brisbane in 2013, here I come!

To all my readers, wherever you are, I can’t thank you enough. You’re the reason I write. And yes, I’m writing faster.

Day and night I guarded the pearl of my soul.
Now in this ocean of pearling currents,
I’ve lost track of which was mine.

—RUMI
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