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About the Book
This special anthology features the very best stories about cats and dogs from the world of children’s literature, chosen by bestselling author and Battersea Dogs & Cats Home Ambassador, Jacqueline Wilson.

Alongside a brand-new story by Jacqueline herself, this beautiful collection includes extracts from treasured classics such as
The Hundred and One Dalmatians
and
The Incredible Journey
, modern favourites like
The Knife of Never Letting Go
and
The Killer Cat
, and specially written pieces from today’s best-loved children’s writers, including Michael Morpurgo, Malorie Blackman, Philip Pullman and lots more.

From the elegant cat who loves the ballet and the little witch’s kitten who doesn’t want to be bad, to the poodle who needs a haircut and the most famous spotty dogs of all, this is a book to treasure, share and return to for ever.
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FOREWORD

Do you have a cat or a dog? When I was a little girl, I desperately wanted a pet, but we lived in a council flat and there was a strict rule that we weren’t allowed to have animals. I suppose we
might
have been allowed to have a goldfish, but they’re not the most responsive pets in the world. I wanted a furry little animal I could cuddle.

I made a big fuss of my best friend’s cat and begged to take my godmother’s dog for a walk, but it wasn’t quite the same as having my
own
pet. I started collecting little china ornaments of cats and dogs, who went for walks up and down my bedroom windowsill. Then my mum gave me a toy Pekinese dog for a special summer holiday present. He was life-size and very realistic-looking. I adored him on sight and called him Vip – short for Very Important Person.
He slept in my arms at night and I carried him everywhere during the day. Not to school, of course – I didn’t want to be teased. But Vip came to the shops with me and out to play with special friends. He even attended birthday parties – and got fed lots of extra sausages on sticks!

I vowed that as soon as I was grown up I’d have a real dog and a real cat – but it’s actually taken me a long time to achieve my ambition. I’ve lived in small flats where it wouldn’t be fair to keep a pet, and then I’ve travelled a great deal, without anyone at home to look after a little animal. But now I’m much more of a home-bird, and at long last I’ve got the right sort of house for pets.

I decided to start with cats, as they’re more independent than dogs and don’t mind too much if you have to go out to give a talk or do a book-signing. I started to research all the different breeds of cat and considered having a pedigree kitten. But then I thought about all the unwanted little cats in rescue centres – small Tracy Beaker type cats, desperate to find a loving home.

I went to the wonderful Battersea Dogs and Cats Home and wandered around their spacious cat cabins, looking for someone really special. There were cats of
all sizes and colours and types, so I was totally spoiled for choice. I went from one to another, liking them all, wondering how I was ever going to choose. And then, right at the end, I saw a small grey and white kitten – and I fell instantly in love.
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