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Royal Pains

“For those who enjoy reading about the scandals of the noble class and want to learn more about the darker side of various royal families, this is a thoroughly enjoyable, quick read.”

—
Booklist

“If you love history and you love scandal, give
Royal Pains
a go. Between shaking your head at some of the antics and feeling glad Ivan the Terrible never picked you to be his Czarina of the Week, you’ll learn the odd bit of history. Or you could watch the non–Moogles and Googles shows on the History Channel, but those are few and far between. Stick with Leslie Carroll; her bank account and history majors everywhere will thank you.”

—Book Slut Gwen

“This installment in Leslie Carroll’s ‘Royal’ series is as thought-provoking as the first two.”

—Historical-Fiction.com

Notorious Royal Marriages

“For those who tackled Hilary Mantel’s
Wolf Hall
, and can’t get enough of the scandal surrounding Henry VIII’s wives, [
Notorious Royal Marriages
is] the perfect companion book.”

—
The New Yorker

“Carroll writes with verve and wit about the passionate—and occasionally perilous—events that occur when royals wed…. Carroll’s fascinating account of nine centuries of royal marriages is an irresistible combination of
People
magazine and the History Channel.”

—
Chicago Tribune
(5 stars)

“Sex! Intrigue! Scandal! Carroll’s newest offering chronicles well-known matrimonial pairings among European royals during the last nine hundred years. With a breezy and lively narrative, she gives the dirt on a parade of often mismatched couples.”

—
The Historical Novels Review

“Carroll is a sharp and amusing writer…. You’ll be entertained like a tabloid would entertain you, but you’ll also learn as much as you would in a European studies course in college…a perfect marriage of a book!”

—Examiner.com (Pittsburgh)

Royal Affairs

“Carroll…has a true talent for weaving fascinating narratives. Her entertaining writing style makes this one book you do not want to put down. Entertaining, impeccably researched, and extremely well written, it will appeal to all readers with an interest in British history.”

—
Library Journal

“There are lots [of] royal romps cataloged in this entertaining, enormously readable book.”

—
Las Vegas Review-Journal

“Carroll offers…insight behind the closed doors of the last thousand years of England’s busiest bed-hopping and head-lopping kings and queens.”

—Book Fetish

“This book is a historical work, but because of Leslie Carroll’s strong writing and her own personal voice, it comes off like a delicious novel.”

—Examiner.com (Pittsburgh)
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	ALWAYS LEARNING
	PEARSON


For my late grandparents

Carroll and Norma Carroll,


whose unflagging love and support inspired me to take their name professionally, and who introduced me to the glamour and magic of Europe’s royal courts;
and to Lazarus and (the wisest woman in the world) Sylvia Goldsmith, whose English roots continue to inspire me to rediscover my own, even as I wonder whether I may be distantly related to the Duchess of Cambridge.
I grew up with the best of role models: my grandparents’ lengthy and happy marriages taught me to believe in romance and the concept of an enduring love.
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