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Thanks once again to my family and friends for their support and patience. Thanks especially to my dad, Joseph Kuchta, for all the crossword puzzles we’ve done together over the years. Much of the trivia and many of the quotes thus encountered made their way into this book.

Author’s Notes

For checking the accuracy of the various Shakespeare quotations in the book, and for miscellaneous fact-checking,
Open Source Shakespeare
(
http://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/
) and the Folger Library website (
http://www.folger.edu/shakespeares-works
) were most helpful. Quotes from the Bible were sourced with the help of
Bible Gateway
(
https://www.biblegateway.com/
).

Relationships among the various characters presented here are complex. In the interest of simplifying them for the reader, the word “cousin” is used throughout the book to denote cousinly relations both direct and at varying degrees of distance.
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Chapter One

Betwixt Mixed Bags

In general, I agree that “no legacy is so rich as honesty,” but I wasn’t exactly feeling it that morning. I had let out a feeble “Fine, thank you,” when my solicitous husband inquired how I was feeling, even though I’d skipped my usual hearty breakfast because of a slightly upset tummy. I knew he’d fuss over me like a mother hen if I told him of my indisposition, and I’d not built any fuss time into the day’s crowded agenda.
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