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To my dearest friends
So supportive, so gracious
A morbid haiku.
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Author’s Note
     

According to a journalist’s eyewitness account, Mata Hari, the famous exotic dancer turned World War I spy, refused to wear a blindfold when she was executed by a French firing squad in 1917.

“Must I wear that?” asked Mata Hari, turning to her lawyer, as her eyes glimpsed the blindfold.

“If Madame prefers not, it makes no difference,” replied the officer, hurriedly turning away.

Mata Hari was not bound and she was not blindfolded. She stood gazing steadfastly at her executioners, when the priest, the nuns, and her lawyer stepped away from her.

Looking mortality straight in the eye is no easy feat. To avoid the exercise, we choose to stay blindfolded, in the dark as to the realities of death and dying. But ignorance is not bliss, only a deeper kind of terror.

We can do
our best to push death to the margins, keeping corpses behind stainless-steel doors and tucking the sick and dying in hospital rooms. So masterfully do we hide death, you would almost believe we are the first generation of immortals. But we are not. We are all going to die and we know it. As the great cultural anthropologist Ernest Becker said, “The idea of death, the fear of it, haunts the human animal like nothing else.” The fear of death is why we build cathedrals, have children, declare war, and watch cat videos online at three a.m. Death drives every creative and destructive impulse we have as human beings. The closer we come to understanding it, the closer we come to understanding ourselves.

This book is about my first six years working in the American funeral industry. For those who do not wish to read realistic depictions of death and dead bodies, you have stumbled onto the wrong book. Here is where you check the metaphorical blindfolds at the door. The stories are true and the people are real. Several names and details (but not the salacious ones, promise) have been changed to preserve the privacy of certain individuals and to protect the identities of the deceased.
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SHAVING BYRON

A
girl always remembers the first corpse she shaves. It is the only event in her life more awkward than her first kiss or the loss of her virginity. The hands of time will never move quite so slowly as when you are standing over the dead body of an elderly man with a pink plastic razor in your hand.

Under the glare of fluorescent lights, I looked down at poor, motionless Byron for what seemed like a solid ten minutes. That was his name, or so the toe tag hung around his foot informed me. I wasn’t sure if Byron was a “he” (a person) or an “it” (a body), but it seemed like I should at least know his name for this most intimate of procedures.

        

        
               
        
            	«
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	...
	20
	...
	30
	»

        

        Other books



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Demons Undone: The Sons of Gulielmus Series by Holley Trent



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        The Wish List by Jane Costello



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Blaze: (Naughty Neighbors 1) by Olivia Aycock



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Velva Jean Learns to Fly by Jennifer Niven



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Schooled by Bright, Deena



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Cicely's King Richard (Cicely Plantagenet Trilogy) by Sandra Heath Wilson



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Manhattan Loverboy by Arthur Nersesian



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Fated by Alexandra Anthony



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Fatal Vows by Joseph Hosey



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Mark Twain's Medieval Romance by Otto Penzler


        
        
    



        
                    

    





    
        
            © ThomasStone 2015 - 2024    Contact for me [email protected]                    


                
            
            
            
        

    







    
    