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1
The aspiring young alchemical adept accepts a book of secrets from his aged master in this engraving from Elias Ashmole's
Theatrum Chemicum Britannicum
. Above them, angels rejoice and the Holy Spirit sends out celestial rays. The two columns and the lions suggest that the location is Solomon's Temple, while the borders are filled with the abundance of Nature. The alchemist's quest is at the center of the divine and natural universes.


2
Inspired by the illustrations to early editions of Jacob Boehme's works, this alchemical diagram from
The Philosophical Epitaph of W.C. Esq
. represents a “Pythagorean” or rather Copernican universe, in which Man, located between the celestial and elemental spheres, revolves around a solar God. The rudiments of alchemy—sulphur, stones, plants, metals, salt—stand above the primeval chaos and the infernal fire in which Satan resides. They are elevated by mercury, which points directly towards the divine. This is evidently a spiritual as well as a natural quest.
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