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For Theron Raines (1925–2012),

author’s representative.

For thirty-five years, a mentor, confidant,

business partner, and friend: Well done.

Oh Captain! my Captain! our fearful trip is done;

The ship has weathered every rack, the prize we sought is won
.

—W
ALT
W
HITMAN
(1865)

For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could see,

Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonder that would be;

Saw the heavens fill with commerce, argosies of magic sails,

Pilots of the purple twilight dropping down with costly bales;

Heard the heavens fill with shouting, and there rain’d a ghastly dew

From the nations’ airy navies grappling in the central blue;

Far along the worldwide whisper of the south-wind rushing warm,

With the standards of the peoples plunging thro’ the thunder-storm

—A
LFRED
, L
ORD
T
ENNYSON
(1809–1892)


We loop in the purple twilight

We spin in the silvery dawn

With a trail of smoke behind us

To show where our comrades have gone.

So stand to your glasses steady,

This world is a world full of lies.

Here’s a toast to those dead already,

And here’s to the next man to die.

—W
ORLD
W
AR
I–
ERA AVIATOR
’
S TOAST


In flying’s Hall of Fame

There’s a special breed of men,

The Old Gray Eagle

Is among the best of them.

You see him totter on his cane

As he goes walking to his plane

So old you wouldn’t think they’d let him fly.

But when he gets into the air,

And if you ever meet him there

You’ll know that he’s a master of the sky.

His snowy hair is so much whiter

Than all the rest of them,

The Old Gray Eagle

Among the best of men.

—
COMBAT PILOT
’
S DRINKING SONG
(
SUNG TO THE TUNE OF
“T
HE
O
LD
L
AMPLIGHTER
”)
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