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CONTENTS
To provide a little guidance through this massive tome, I've divided the stories into several categories but admit, immediately, that the effort is of questionable validity, as many of the stories fall into more than one subdivision. (A. A. Milne and P. G. Wodehouse, for example, will be found in the “Literary Writers” section, but since they wrote parodies, they could be found there just as easily.) It's not unlike making lists of foods that are delicious and foods that are fattening: there will be overlap. The two most reasonable choices are to ignore the categorizations altogether or to suggest that you don't take them very much to heart and just enjoy the stories.
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Introduction by Otto Penzler

Conan Doyle Tells the True Story of Sherlock Holmes's End by Arthur Conan Doyle


The Master

It seems that no author could resist writing parodies of Holmes and Watsonâ€”not even their creator.

THE FIELD BAZAAR
Â Â Â 
Arthur Conan Doyle

HOW WATSON LEARNED THE TRICK
Â Â Â 
Arthur Conan Doyle

Familiar as the Rose in Spring

These are the most popular and frequently reprinted Sherlock Holmes stories of all time.

THE UNIQUE “HAMLET”
Â Â Â 
Vincent Starrett

THE STOLEN CIGAR-CASE
Â Â Â 
Bret Harte

THE CASE OF THE MAN WHO WAS WANTED
Â Â Â 
Arthur Whitaker

THE ADVENTURE OF THE TWO COLLABORATORS
Â Â Â 
James M. Barrie

THE SLEUTHS
Â Â Â 
O. Henry

HOLMES AND THE DASHER
Â Â Â 
A. B. Cox

AN IRREDUCIBLE DETECTIVE STORY
Â Â Â 
Stephen Leacock

THE DOCTOR'S CASE
Â Â Â 
Stephen King

The Literature of Crime

Compelled by either whim or serious affection, many literary lions have tried their hand at writing a Holmes adventure. Sometimes they produce a pure pastiche, echoing the tone of Conan Doyle, and sometimes the notion of a parody is irresistible.

THE BROWN RECLUSE
Â Â Â 
Davis Grubb

THE DARKWATER HALL MYSTERY
Â Â Â 
Kingsley Amis

THE CASE OF THE GIFTED AMATEUR
Â Â Â 
J. C. Masterman

THE LATE SHERLOCK HOLMES
Â Â Â 
James M. Barrie

SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE DROOD MYSTERY
Â Â Â 
Edmund Pearson

THE RAPE OF THE SHERLOCK
Â Â Â 
A. A. Milne

FROM A DETECTIVE'S NOTEBOOK
Â Â Â 
P. G. Wodehouse

THE RUBY OF KHITMANDU
Â Â Â 
Hugh Kingsmill

THE ADVENTURE OF THE REMARKABLE WORM
Â Â Â 
August Derleth

THE ENCHANTED GARDEN
Â Â Â 
H. F. Heard

A STUDY IN HANDWRITING
Â Â Â 
Ring W. Lardner

THE CASE OF DEATH AND HONEY
Â Â Â 
Neil Gaiman

MURDER TO MUSIC
Â Â Â 
Anthony Burgess

In the Beginning

Holmes became such a towering literary presence within a few years of his first appearance that parodies were being published in newspapers and magazines at an alarming rate. Most of them were truly dreadful, no more than burlesques based on a single joke that often wasn't very funny. Some of the earliest (all are from the nineteenth century), and best, are included here, in chronological orderâ€”as good a way as any to be presented.

AN EVENING WITH SHERLOCK HOLMES
Â Â Â 
James M. Barrie

DETECTIVE STORIES GONE WRONG: THE ADVENTURES OF SHERLAW KOMBS
Â Â Â 
Robert Barr

SHERLOCK HOLMES VS. CONAN DOYLE
Â Â Â 
Anonymous

THE DUKE'S FEATHER
Â Â Â 
R. C. Lehmann

THE SIGN OF THE “400”
Â Â Â 
Roy L. McCardell

Holmesless

Even when he's not physically present, the personality and aura of Holmes cannot be ignored, filling the room with his spirit.

CODEINE (7 PER CENT)
Â Â Â 
Christopher Morley

MRS. HUDSON'S CASE
Â Â Â 
Laurie R. King

THE FINAL PROBLEM
Â Â Â 
Bliss Austin

Not of This Place

We associate Holmes with a certain place and time, mainly London “where it is always 1895,” as Vincent Starrett wrote so simply yet eloquently. However, Holmes appears in various guises, places, eras, and even spiritual levels in a wide range of stories. Also, while the essence of Holmes's genius lies in his observations and deductions, all based on razor-sharp logic, there are things that may not be rationally explained.

THE ADVENTURE OF THE BOGLE-WOLF
Â Â Â 
Anthony Boucher

THE MARTIAN CROWN JEWELS
Â Â Â 
Poul Anderson

SHERLOCK AMONG THE SPIRITS
Â Â Â 
Anonymous

THE CASE OF THE MISSING PATRIARCHS
Â Â Â 
Logan Clendening

THE DEVIL AND SHERLOCK HOLMES
Â Â Â 
Loren D. Estleman

Keeping the Memory Green

The list of eminent men and women who have demonstrated great affection for “the best and wisest man whom [they] have ever known” (to quote Dr. Watson) is without limit. Although they enjoyed successful careers in other fields, they often kept Holmes by their sides, and those with sufficient talent provided evidence of that kinship by putting pen to paper.

THE STRANGE CASE OF THE MEGATHERIUM THEFTS
Â Â Â 
S. C. Roberts

THE ADVENTURE OF THE NOBLE HUSBAND
Â Â Â 
Peter Cannon

A NIGHT WITH SHERLOCK HOLMES
Â Â Â 
William O. Fuller

THE ADVENTURE OF THE WOODEN BOX
Â Â Â 
Leslie S. Klinger

THE CASE OF THE UNSEEN HAND
Â Â Â 
Donald Thomas

THE ABANDONED BRIGANTINE
Â Â Â 
Sam Benady

THE ADVENTURE OF THE CURIOUS CANARY
Â Â Â 
Barry Day

THE ADVENTURE OF THE MURDERED ART EDITOR
Â Â Â 
Frederic Dorr Steele

THE DARLINGTON SUBSTITUTION SCANDAL
Â Â Â 
David Stuart Davies

THE PROBLEM OF THE PURPLE MACULAS
Â Â Â 
James C. Iraldi

You Think That's Funny?

Writing a pastiche of a well-known detective, true in tone and with a puzzling mystery, is extremely difficult. Writing a parody is a good deal easierâ€”as the focus can be on a single element of that figure rather than on a range of characteristicsâ€”but writing a genuinely funny one may be the most difficult literary feat of all. Sadly, as you will see, not every writer in this section was up to the challenge, but they are included here because several have historical significance. Thankfully, the worst of the parodies are mercifully short.

THE ADVENTURE OF THE SECOND SWAG
Â Â Â 
Robert Barr

SHEER LUCK AGAIN
Â Â Â 
Stanley Rubinstein

A PRAGMATIC ENIGMA
Â Â Â 
John Kendrick Bangs

HERLOCK SHOMES AT IT AGAIN
Â Â Â 
Anonymous

THE REIGATE ROAD MURDER
Â Â Â 
Anthony Armstrong

THE SUCCORED BEAUTY
Â Â Â 
William B. Kahn

THE MARRIAGE OF SHERLOCK HOLMES
Â Â Â 
Gregory Breitman

THE RETURN OF SHERLOCK HOLMES
Â Â Â 
E. F. Benson and Eustace H. Miles

THE UNMASKING OF SHERLOCK HOLMES
Â Â Â 
Arthur Chapman

THE ADVENTURE OF THE DIAMOND NECKLACE
Â Â Â 
George F. Forrest

THE ADVENTURE OF THE ASCOT TIE
Â Â Â 
Robert L. Fish

Contemporary Victorians

Many of today's most successful mystery writers, most of whom have their own series detectives, have on occasion broken away from the work for which they have had their greatest success to write a new Sherlock Holmes adventure. The good news is that they achieved their goal with greater than expected excellence.

A CASE OF MIS-IDENTITY
Â Â Â 
Colin Dexter

THE STARTLING EVENTS IN THE ELECTRIFIED CITY
Â Â Â 
Thomas Perry

THE CASE OF COLONEL WARBURTON'S MADNESS
Â Â Â 
Lyndsay Faye

THE INFERNAL MACHINE
Â Â Â 
John Lutz

THE SPECTER OF TULLYFANE ABBEY
Â Â Â 
Peter Tremayne

THE ADVENTURE OF THE AGITATED ACTRESS
Â Â Â 
Daniel Stashower

THE ADVENTURE OF THE DORSET STREET LODGER
Â Â Â 
Michael Moorcock

THE ADVENTURE OF THE VENOMOUS LIZARD
Â Â Â 
Bill Crider

THE CASE OF THE
FRIESLAND
OUTRAGE
Â Â Â 
June Thomson

THE STRANGE CASE OF THE TONGUE-TIED TENOR
Â Â Â 
Carol BuggÃ©

THE HUMAN MYSTERY
Â Â Â 
Tanith Lee

HOSTAGE TO FORTUNE
Â Â Â 
Anne Perry

THE ADVENTURE OF THE MISSING COUNTESS
Â Â Â 
Jon Koons

THE ADVENTURE OF ZOLNAY, THE AERIALIST
Â Â Â 
Rick Boyer

THE ADVENTURE OF THE GIANT RAT OF SUMATRA
Â Â Â 
John T. Lescroart

The Footsteps of a Gigantic Author

It is not only today's mystery writers who have turned their creativity to producing Sherlock Holmes stories. Many of the classic writers of an earlier time have also taken the challenge of adding an adventure to the list of the great detective's cases.

DID SHERLOCK HOLMES MEET HERCULEâ€¦?
Â Â Â 
Julian Symons

A TRIFLING AFFAIR
Â Â Â 
H. R. F. Keating

RAFFLES: THE ENIGMA OF THE ADMIRAL'S HAT
Â Â Â 
and
RAFFLES ON THE TRAIL OF THE HOUND
Barry Perowne

THE ADVENTURE OF THE CIPHER IN THE SAND
Â Â Â 
Edward D. Hoch

THE SOUTH SEA SOUP CO.
Â Â Â 
Kenneth Millar

THE ADVENTURE OF THE CLOTHES-LINE
Â Â Â 
Carolyn Wells

SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE MUFFIN
Â Â Â 
Dorothy B. Hughes

THE MAN FROM CAPETOWN
Â Â Â 
Stuart M. Kaminsky

BUT OUR HERO WAS NOT DEAD
Â Â Â 
Manly Wade Wellman

THE ADVENTURE OF THE MARKED MAN
Â Â Â 
Stuart Palmer
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