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The Boy Who Wanted to Cook
La Bonne Vache
(The Good Cow) is a little restaurant in the south of France. It takes its name from and is famous for its
boeuf Ã  la mode
, a delicious beef stew.

Ten-year-old Pierre longs to follow in the culinary footsteps of his father, Monsieur Valcourt. Monsieur Valcourt is the chef and owner of
La Bonne Vache.
Pierre spends as much time as possible in the restaurant's kitchen, hoping for a chance to demonstrate his cooking skills. But his parents shoo him away and tell him to spend time outdoors. He is not allowed to cook.

One day, by chance, Pierre meets a visitor who is on his way to eat at the restaurant. This is no ordinary visitor but an important food critic. If he enjoys his experience at
La Bonne Vache
, it can mean great honor for the restaurant. At last, Pierre sees his chance to prove himself.


The Boy Who Wanted to Cook
Gloria Whelan & Illustrated by Steve Adams


Sleeping Bear Press gratefully acknowledges and thanks HÃ©lÃ¨ne Potter for her assistance and review of the French vocabulary.


In the south of France near the River Tarn is the little restaurant,
La Bonne Vache.
The Good Cow takes its name from its famous
boeuf Ã  la mode,
a delicious beef stew. In the kitchen of the restaurant is ten-year-old Pierre. Pierre's father, Monsieur Valcourt who is both chef and
patron
of the restaurant, says, “Pierre, go and play with your friends.”

“Go fishing,” says Pierre's mother. Madame Valcourt bakes the pastries for the restaurant.

But Pierre wants to cook. He longs to be a great chef like his father and his grandfather before him.

Pierre's father tells him, “Pierre, you are too young to cook.”



As Pierre rides his bicycle under the chestnut trees he imagines a chestnut
soufflÃ©
. When he passes a wood he thinks of the little
morilles
, the tasty mushrooms that grow there.

A pair of goats look to him like a very large goat cheese. On the green leaves of the vineyard he pictures the delicious
escargots,
the snails, nibbling away. To Pierre, all the world is one big beautiful meal.



A car stops and the driver calls to Pierre, “I am a stranger to these parts. Can you tell me, young man, where I can find
La Bonne Vache
?”

Pierre leans into the car to give directions to his family's restaurant. On the seat next to the man he glimpses a paper that says “Inspection Form.” On the form is the name of the famous company that awards stars to restaurants. If the restaurant is very, very, very good it receives a star and people from all over go there to eat. Inspectors test the restaurant by having a meal there, but there is a strict rule that the identity of the inspector must never be revealed.

Pierre gives directions to the inspector who thanks him and drives away.


Pierre pedals as fast as he can. Should he tell his mother and father who the inspector is? No. He could tell about the stranger coming to the restaurant, but it would not be honorable to tell who he is.

Out of breath he bursts into the kitchen. “Maman, Papa, a stranger is coming a long distance to eat at our restaurant!”

Monsieur Valcourt consults the reservations.
“Oui!
There is a name I don't recognize.”

He slaps his forehead and declares, “With so little notice how are we to produce a meal worthy of someone who has come a long distance to eat at
La Bonne Fache? Impossible!”

“I don't have any wild strawberries to make my famous
gÃ¢teau aux fraises. Impossible!”
says Pierre's mother.

Pierre recalls from his history class what the great General NapolÃ©on said. He tells his parents,
“Impossible n'est pas franÃ§ais
.” Impossible is not French.

The mother, the father, and Pierre stand at attention. Together they repeat,
“Impossible n'est pas franÃ§ais
”
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