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            I reached out both hands and Mom handed me the book. “You should be proud of me,” I said. “Look how creative I am. I do my schoolwork. I have a B-plus average. And I've written almost an entire novel.”

I shook my head, frowning at them. “Instead of sitting there with those disapproving expressions on your faces, you should be telling me what a cool thing I've done.”

I turned and started from the den. But Dad called me back. “You're right. You're totally right,” he said. “We
are
proud of you, Cathy-Ann. We just didn't understand.â€¦” He shook his head. “You took us by surprise. You completely fooled us. The writing is so good, we believed it all.”

“Your dad is right,” Mom said. She pointed to the book in my hands. “You know what? It really is a good story. Maybe you should try to get it published.
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ONE YEAR LATER
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46.

Cathy-Ann straightened her skirt over her tights, then swept back her hair with both hands. She shielded her eyes from the bright afternoon sunlight and peered across the parking lot to the bookstore.

“Look, dear, there's already a line,” her mother said. “Isn't it exciting? They're waiting for
you
.”

Exciting isn't the word,
Cathy-Ann thought, feeling her heart begin to flutter in her chest.
It's unreal!

Her dad took her arm and she walked between her parents toward the bookstore. She counted at least twenty people lined up outside the entrance. Most of them were high school girls. She recognized a few from Shadyside High. But she saw a sprinkling of adults there, too.

She stopped in front of the big window at the side of the entrance and peered through the sun glare at the posterâ€”her photo, smiling and holding the book. Below it, the words in bold type:
APPEARING TODAY. SIGNING AT 3:00
.

Dad pulled out his phone and snapped a few photos of the display. A few people in the line recognized her and called out to her.

The door opened. A pleasant-looking young woman in jeans and a red-and-white striped t-shirt stepped out to greet her. “Hi, Cathy-Ann. I'm Mandy Wade, the store manager. Welcome to Books & Things.”

“Thank you.” Cathy-Ann felt her throat tighten.
Was this really happening?

What a crazy year it had been. It had taken weeks to type up what she had written in the diary. Then she sent the manuscript to her cousin Barry in New York, whose girlfriend worked in publishing. What a shock when, two weeks later, Cathy-Ann received an offer for the book. It was going to be published!

Now here she was, about to do her very first book-signing at the only bookstore in Shadyside. The book had been out for only a week and had already received some good reviews.

Cathy-Ann had to laugh. Here was Mom beaming proudly as they walked through the bookstore. She had been so appalled and upset the first time she read the story. Now she kept a Pinterest page of photos and reviews and everything about the book.

“Sit behind the table here,” Mandy Wade said, pulling out the chair for Cathy-Ann. “I have a lot of different pens and markers. I didn't know which you prefer.”

“I don't really know, either,” Cathy-Ann replied, sitting down next to the tall stack of her books. This is my first signing.”

Mandy patted her hand. “The main thing is to relax and enjoy it. These people came all the way here to see you. So there's no reason to be nervous.” She turned to the front. “I'm going to let people in now. You have a great crowd for a first-time author.”

Cathy-Ann's dad was busy taking photos of her. Her mom stood at the side, arms crossed, a proud grin stuck on her face.

Cathy-Ann cleared her throat, opened the water bottle in front of her, and took a long sip. Then she picked up a pen and watched as people began to stream toward the table.

The first two in line were Rachel Martin and Amy O'Brien, two girls from her senior class at Shadyside High. They chatted about how exciting this was. “I've already read it,” Amy said as Cathy-Ann thanked her and signed their books.

A middle-aged woman set a book down in front of Cathy-Ann and opened it to the title page. “Could you sign this to my daughter Coral? She likes to write, too. Could you write something encouraging to her?”

Cathy-Ann signed the book to Coral. She didn't really know what to say, so she wrote: “Keep reading and keep writing!”

The next woman had bought three books she wanted signed. “No message. Just sign your name. They're going to be birthday gifts,” she said.

Cathy-Ann leaned over the books and signed them. “Are you working on another book?” the woman asked, gathering them up.

“Not yet,” Cathy-Ann said.

Next in line was a tall young man with wavy black hair and silvery sunglasses that caught the light from the ceiling. He set a book down in front of her. Then he slowly removed the sunglasses.

She stared into his strange gray-green eyesâ€”and recognized him.

He shoved the book toward her. “Just sign it to The Dead Boyfriend,” he said.

“Blade? Blade?”

Cathy-Ann dropped her pen and started to scream.
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