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Kestrel drew his sword to try to protect himself, holding the blade in one hand while holding the staff in the other, and he surrendered territory in a quick, backward, step-by-step retreat.  The yeti advanced, leaving Hampus behind, and Kestrel saw the wounded elf rise to his feet after a long moment.

Kestrel’s next step back found the edge of one of the plateau’s chasms, and he was forced to halt his retreat as the yeti pinned him in place, and began to step forward through Kestrel’s largely ineffectual sword and staff blows.

Hampus was standing nearby, watching the attack.  Kestrel saw that the other elf was making no move to come to his assistance.

“Hampus!  Distract it!” Kestrel shouted, just as he was struck by the yeti and thrown backwards into the crevasse.  His sword and staff both went flying from his hands, and his pack flew off his back.  He heard the wood of his bow crack as it struck the bottom of the canyon while he fell through the air, and he landed heavily on his back after a fall of several feet.   He lay on the ground, dazed, looking up at the monster’s head peering down at him, feeling terrible pain in his ribcage.

He tried to rise to his knees, every motion filled with pain.  Kestrel was in dire circumstances, and he knew it – there was no hope of outside help arriving, and little hope that Hampus would assist him.   As he realized his predicament, he saw the yeti reach down into the pit.

The long arms of the monster grabbed his shoulder, then lifted him and flung him several feet away, so that he landed hard again, and felt more pain, sure that he had cracked several ribs.  He had no weapon, and the yeti was turning to face him, to approach him, to kill him.
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