


    Toggle navigation


ThomasStone
	Home
	Download Pdf Books





    
                
    
    
        Read The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family Online

                Authors: Annette Gordon-Reed

                    

    
    The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family

    
    
    
        
            	«
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	...
	66
	...
	122
	»

        

                
            
T
HE
H
EMINGSES
of
M
ONTICELLO

ALSO BY ANNETTE GORDON-REED
Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American Controversy

Vernon Can Read!: A Memoir
(with Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.)

Race on Trial: Law and Justice in American History
(editor)


T
HE
H
EMINGSES
of
M
ONTICELLO
AN AMERICAN FAMILY

A
NNETTE
G
ORDON
-R
EED
W. W. NORTON & COMPANY
NEW YORK LONDON


Frontispiece: Watercolor of Monticello. (Courtesy of Massachusetts Historical Society)

Copyright © 2008 by Annette Gordon-Reed

All rights reserved

For information about permission to reproduce selections from this book, write to Permissions, W. W. Norton & Company, Inc., 500 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10110

Production manager: Andrew Marasia

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Gordon-Reed, Annette.
The Hemingses of Monticello: an American family / Annette Gordon-Reed.—1st ed.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references.

ISBN: 978-0-393-07003-3

1. Hemings family. 2. Hemings, Sally—Family. 3. Jefferson, Thomas,—1743–1826—Family. 4. Monticello (Va.)—Biography. 5. Albemarle County (Va.)—Biography. 6. Slaves—Virginia—Albemarle County—Biography. 7. African American families—Virginia—Albemarle County. 8. African American families. 9. African Americans—Biography. 10. Racially mixed people—United States—Biography. I. Ttile.
E332.74.G67 2008
973.4'60922—dc22
[B]
2008014642

W. W. Norton & Company, Inc., 500 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10110
www.wwnorton.com

W. W. Norton & Company Ltd., Castle House, 75/76 Wells Street, London W1T 3QT


T
O MY HUSBAND
, R
OBERT
R
EED, AND OUR DAUGHTER
, S
USAN
J
EAN
G
ORDON
R
EED, AND OUR SON
, G
ORDON
P
ENN
R
EED


C
ONTENTS
Chronology of the Hemings Family


Preface


I
NTRODUCTION


P
ART
I

ORIGINS


1
Y
OUNG
E
LIZABETH’S
W
ORLD


2
J
OHN
W
AYLES
: T
HE
I
MMIGRANT


3
T
HE
C
HILDREN OF
N
O
O
NE


4
T
HOMAS
J
EFFERSON


5
T
HE
F
IRST
M
ONTICELLO


6
I
N THE
H
OME OF A
R
EVOLUTIONARY


P
ART
II

THE VAUNTED SCENE OF EUROPE


7
“A P
ARTICULAR
P
URPOSE”


8
J
AMES
H
EMINGS
: T
HE
P
ROVINCIAL
A
BROAD


9
“I
SABEL OR
S
ALLY
W
ILL
C
OME”


10
D
R
. S
UTTON


11
T
HE
R
HYTHMS OF THE
C
ITY


12
T
HE
E
VE OF
R
EVOLUTION


13
“D
URING
T
HAT
T
IME”


14
S
ARAH
H
EMINGS
: T
HE
F
ATHERLESS
G
IRL IN A
P
ATRIARCHAL
S
OCIETY


15
T
HE
T
EENAGERS AND THE
W
OMAN


16
“H
IS
P
ROMISES, ON
W
HICH
S
HE
I
MPLICITLY
R
ELIED”


17
“T
HE
T
REATY” AND
“D
ID THEY
L
OVE
E
ACH
O
THER?”


18
T
HE
R
ETURN


P
ART
III

ON THE MOUNTAIN


19
H
ELLO AND
G
OODBYE


20
E
QUILIBRIUM


21
T
HE
B
ROTHERS


22
P
HILADELPHIA


23
E
XODUS


24
T
HE
S
ECOND
M
ONTICELLO


25
I
NTO THE
F
UTURE
, E
CHOES FROM THE
P
AST


26
T
HE
O
CEAN OF
L
IFE


27
T
HE
P
UBLIC
W
ORLD AND THE
P
RIVATE
D
OMAIN


28
“M
EASURABLY
H
APPY”:
T
HE
C
HILDREN OF
T
HOMAS
J
EFFERSON AND
S
ALLY
H
EMINGS


29
R
ETIREMENT FOR
O
NE
, N
OT FOR
A
LL


30
E
NDINGS AND
B
EGINNINGS


Epilogue


Acknowledgments


Notes


Selected Bibliography



C
HRONOLOGY OF THE
H
EMINGS
F
AMILY

	1735

	Elizabeth Hemings (EH) is born.


	1746

	The marriage of John Wayles (JW) and Martha Eppes brings EH to the Forest.


	1748

	Martha Wayles is born. Martha Eppes dies and leaves EH as JW's property.


	1753-61

	EH gives birth to Mary and Martin Hemings, Betty Brown, and Nancy Hemings.


	1762-70

	EH gives birth to five children by JW: Robert, James (JH), Thenia, Critta, and Peter.


	1772

	Martha Wayles Skelton (MWJ) marries Thomas Jefferson (TJ), and Betty Brown comes to Monticello as MWJ's maid.


	1773

	John Wayles dies at the Forest. The Hemingses come under the ownership of TJ and (MWJ). Sarah (Sally) Hemings (SH), the last child of EH and JW, is born.


	1774

	The Hemings family moves to Monticello


	1776-77

	TJ in Philadelphia drafts the Declaration of Independence; fourteen-year-old Robert Hemings (RH) lives with him as a manservant. John Hemings, last son of EH, is born at Monticello; in 1777 her last child, Lucy, is born.


	1780

	Joseph Fossett, son of Mary Hemings, is born.


	1781

	Wormley Hughes, son of Betty Brown, is born.


	1782

	Martin Hemings is left in charge of Monticello when TJ escapes from Tarleton's troops.


	1782

	MWJ dies at Monticello.


	1783

	SH goes to Eppington with TJ's daughters. Burwell Colbert, son of Betty Brown, is born.


	1784

	RH trains as a barber. JH goes to France with TJ.


	1787

	SH travels to London and lives with Abigail Adams, then joins her brother JH in Paris. Mary Hemings is leased to Thomas Bell.


	1789

	When SH balks at returning to America, TJ promises her a good life and the freedom of their children when they become adults. JH and SH return to Monticello in December.


	1790

	JH and RH go to New York with TJ. SH gives birth to her first child, who dies.


	1791

	JH goes to Philadelphia to serve as chef de cuisine in TJ's home.


	1792

	Mary Hemings asks to be sold to Thomas Bell. Martin Hemings asks to be sold to anyone.


	1793

	TJ puts his agreement to free JH in writing.


	1794

	TJ draws up a deed emancipating RH.


	1795

	TJ files the RH deed, and RH becomes legally free. Harriet Hemings I, daughter of SH and TJ, is born at Monticello.


	1796

	TJ draws up a deed emancipating JH. JH goes to Philadelphia, TJ files the deed, and JH becomes legally free.


	1797

	Harriet Hemings I dies.


	1798

	William Beverley Hemings, son of SH and TJ, is born.


	1799

	The first published allusions to TJ and SH appear in the press.


	1800-01

	Mary Hemings and her children Robert Washington Bell and Sarah Jefferson Bell inherit Thomas Bell's property upon his death. Harriet Hemings II is born at Monticello. JH turns down TJ's request that he become chef in the President's House. JH commits suicide in Baltimore.


	1802

	James Callender exposes the relationship between SH and TJ.


	1805

	James Madison Hemings, second son of SH and TJ, is born. Beverley Hemings is identified as the eldest son of TJ and SH.


	1807

	EH dies at Monticello. Joseph Fossett takes charge of the blacksmith shop at Monticello.


	1808

	Thomas Eston Hemings, the last child SH and TJ, is born at Monticello.


	1809

	TJ retires from public life. Burwell Colbert becomes his principal manservant and butler. John Hemings takes charge of the Monticello joinery.


	1810-26

	Beverley and Madison and, then, Madison and Eston Hemings serve as apprentices to their uncle John Hemings, at Monticello and Poplar Forest. Harriet Hemings learns to weave.


	1822

	Beverley and Harriet leave Monticello to live as white people.


	1826

	TJ drafts a will formally freeing Burwell Colbert, Joseph Fossett, John Hemings, and Madison and Eston Hemings. TJ dies. SH, Madison, and Eston Hemings move to Charlottesville.


	1827

	The auction at Monticello disposes of TJ's personal property; the Hemings family is dispersed.


	1831

	Monticello is sold.
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