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AUTHOR'S NOTE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


As has been the case with the previous Burton and Swinburne novels, this is a tale of an alternate reality in which famous historical characters are featured. Though their names are recognisable and their biographies have been consulted for information about their personalities, beliefs, and politics, they are not portrayed in a manner that should be regarded as reflective of the real people. The members of my cast are approximations whose motives and actions relate only to the events of the fictional world I have created. Moreover, there are occurrences in this novel that are heavily exaggerated accounts of real happenings. As always, I have sought redemption for my audacious hijacking of history and its personages by including an appendix in which information concerning the real people and events can be found. Hopefully, this will encourage my readers to explore the remarkable truths that have inspired my tall tales.

My thanks, as ever, to my partner, Yolanda, who has once again endured me being shackled to a keyboard for weeks on endâ€”a show of patience made all the more remarkable considering that this novel was begun at the same time our twins, Iris and Luca, were born.

Thanks, too, to Rene Sears of Pyr and Michael Rowley of Del Rey (UK), who put up with my excuses (“The babies were sick on the manuscript. I'll retype it and send it next week. No,
really
! Yes, I
do
use a typewriter! What's so weird about that?”)
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