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'Arthur C. Clarke is awesomely informed about physics and astronomy, and blessed with one of the most astounding imaginations ever encountered in print'

New York Times

'Science-fiction of the fines quality: original, imaginative, disturbing'

Kingsley Amis

'Mr. Clarke skilfully fits his heady fantasies into a human context. First class'

Evening Standard

'His enthusiasm is combined with considerable literary and myth-making skills … the result is something special'

Sunday Telegraph
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Foreword

It is now hard to realise that, as late as the 1950s, to most people the concept of travel beyond the Earth seemed total fantasy. The attitude in those days was well summed up by a statement which Britain's Astronomer Royal was never able to live down: 'Space travel is utter bilge!' The very next year—1957—the Space Age opened with the launch of Sputnik I.

The three novels in this volume were all written well before that event, when I was an active member of the tiny British Interplanetary Society—now, I am happy to say, a large and respected organisation. So these early works were, it must be confessed, partly propaganda, aimed to convince the sceptical public that we premature Space Cadets really knew what we were talking about.

They were preceded by an earlier novel,
Prelude to Space
(1951)—long out of print, and now of no more than historic interest (if that!).
Prelude
was written soon after World War II, when the advent of atomic energy made space travel seem both imminent and practical. Fired by enthusiasm which turned out to be misplaced, I was optimistic enough to imagine that Britain could go it alone, using the newly established Australian launch-site at Woomera. Yet the date I suggested—1978!—was pessimistic; who would have dreamed that men would fly round the Moon exactly a decade earlier?
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