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Elena Ferrante

THOSE WHO LEAVE AND THOSE WHO STAY

Translated from the Italian
by Ann Goldstein
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The Cerullo family (the shoemaker’s family):

Fernando Cerullo
,
 
shoemaker, Lila’s father. He wouldn’t send his daughter beyond elementary school.

Nunzia Cerullo
,
 
Lila’s mother. Close to her daughter, but without sufficient authority to support her against her father.

Raffaella Cerullo
,
 
called Lina, or Lila. She was born in August, 1944, and is sixty-six when she disappears from Naples without a trace. A brilliant student, at the age of ten she writes a story titled
The Blue Fairy.
She leaves school after getting her elementary-school diploma and learns to be a shoemaker. She marries Stefano Carracci at a young age and successfully manages first the grocery store in the new neighborhood and then the shoe store in Piazza dei Martiri. During a vacation on Ischia she falls in love with Nino Sarratore, for whom she leaves her husband. After the shipwreck of her relationship with Nino and the birth of her son Gennaro (also called Rino), Lila leaves Stefano definitively when she discovers that he is expecting a child with Ada Cappuccio. She moves with Enzo Scanno to San Giovanni a Teduccio and begins working in the sausage factory belonging to Bruno Soccavo.

Rino Cerullo
,
 
Lila’s older brother, also a shoemaker. With his father, Fernando, and thanks to Lila and to Stefano Carracci’s money, he sets up the Cerullo shoe factory. He marries Stefano’s sister, Pinuccia Carracci, with whom he has a son, Ferdinando, called Dino. Lila’s son bears his name, Rino.

Other children.

 

The Greco family (the porter’s family):

Elena Greco
,
 
called Lenuccia or Lenù. Born in August, 1944, she is the author of the long story we are reading. Elena begins to write it when she learns that her childhood friend Lina Cerullo, whom she calls Lila, has disappeared. After elementary school, Elena continues to study, with increasing success; in high school her abilities and Professor Galiani’s protection allow her to survive unscathed a clash with the religion teacher about the role of the Holy Spirit. At the invitation of Nino Sarratore, with whom she has been secretly in love since childhood, and with valuable help from Lila, she writes an article about this clash, which, in the end, is not published in the magazine Nino contributes to. Elena’s brilliant schoolwork is crowned by a degree from the Scuola Normale, in Pisa, where she meets and becomes engaged to Pietro Airota, and by the publication of a novel in which she reimagines the life of the neighborhood and her adolescent experiences on Ischia.

Peppe
,
Gianni
,
 
and
Elisa
,
 
Elena’s younger siblings.

The
father
is a porter at the city hall. 

The
mother
is a housewife. Her limping gait haunts Elena.

 

The Carracci family (Don Achille’s family):

Don Achille Carracci
,
 
the ogre of fairy tales, dealer in the black market, loan shark. He was murdered.

Maria Carracci
,
 
wife of Don Achille, mother of Stefano, Pinuccia, and Alfonso. She works in the family grocery store.

Stefano Carracci
,
 
son of Don Achille, husband of Lila. He manages the assets accumulated by his father and over time becomes a successful shopkeeper, thanks to two profitable grocery stores and the shoe store in Piazza dei Martiri, which he opens with the Solara brothers. Dissatisfied by his stormy marriage to Lila, he initiates a relationship with Ada Cappuccio. He and Ada start living together when she becomes pregnant and Lila moves to San Giovanni a Teduccio.

Pinuccia
,
 
daughter of Don Achille. She works in the family grocery store, and then in the shoe store. She is married to Lila’s brother, Rino, and has a son with him, Ferdinando, called Dino.

Alfonso
,
 
son of Don Achille. He is Elena’s schoolmate. He is the boyfriend of Marisa Sarratore and becomes the manager of the shoe store in Piazza dei Martiri.

 

The Peluso family (the carpenter’s family):

Alfredo Peluso
,
 
carpenter. Communist. Accused of killing Don Achille, he was convicted and sent to prison, where he dies.

Giuseppina Peluso
,
 
wife of Alfredo. A worker in the tobacco factory, she is devoted to her children and her imprisoned husband. After his death, she commits suicide.

Pasquale Peluso
,
 
older son of Alfredo and Giuseppina, construction worker, militant Communist. He was the first to become aware of Lila’s beauty and to declare his love for her. He detests the Solaras. He was the boyfriend of Ada Cappuccio.

Carmela Peluso
,
 
also called
Carmen,
sister of Pasquale. She is a salesclerk in a notions store but is soon hired by Lila to work in Stefano’s new grocery store. She was the girlfriend of Enzo Scanno for a long time, but he leaves her without explanation at the end of his military service. She subsequently becomes engaged to the owner of the gas pump on the
stradone.

Other children.

 

The Cappuccio family (the mad widow’s family):

Melina
,
 
a relative of Nunzia Cerullo, a widow. She washes the stairs of the apartment buildings in the old neighborhood. She was the lover of Donato Sarratore, Nino’s father. The Sarratores left the neighborhood because of that relationship, and Melina has nearly lost her mind.

Melina’s
husband
,
 
who unloaded crates in the fruit and vegetable market, and died in mysterious circumstances.

Ada Cappuccio
,
 
Melina’s daughter. As a girl she helped her mother wash the stairs. Thanks to Lila, she is hired as a salesclerk in the Carraccis’ grocery. She is the girlfriend of Pasquale Peluso, and becomes the lover of Stefano Carracci: when she gets pregnant she goes to live with him. From their relationship a girl, Maria, is born.

Antonio Cappuccio
,
 
her brother, a mechanic. He is Elena’s boyfriend and is very jealous of Nino Sarratore. The prospect of leaving for military service worries him deeply, but when Elena turns to the Solara brothers to help him avoid it, he is humiliated, so much so that he breaks off their relationship. During his military service he has a nervous breakdown and is discharged early; back in the neighborhood, driven by poverty, he goes to work for Michele Solara, who at a certain point sends him to Germany on a long and mysterious job.

Other children.

 

The Sarratore family (the railway-worker poet’s family):

Donato Sarratore
,
 
train conductor, poet, journalist. A great womanizer, he was the lover of Melina Cappuccio. When Elena goes on vacation to Ischia, and is a guest in the same house where the Sarratores are staying, she is compelled to leave in a hurry to escape Donato’s sexual molestations. The following summer, however, Elena gives herself to him on the beach, driven by the suffering that the relationship between Nino and Lila has caused her. To exorcise this degrading experience, Elena writes about it in the book that is then published.

Lidia Sarratore
,
 
wife of Donato. 

Nino Sarratore
,
 
the oldest of the five children of Donato and Lidia. He hates his father. He is an extremely brilliant student and has a long secret affair with Lila. They live together briefly when Lila becomes pregnant.

Marisa Sarratore
,
 
sister of Nino. The girlfriend of Alfonso Carracci.

Pino
,
Clelia
,
 
and
Ciro Sarratore,
younger children of Donato and Lidia.

 

The Scanno family (the fruit-and-vegetable seller’s family):

Nicola Scanno
,
 
fruit-and-vegetable seller, died of pneumonia.

Assunta Scanno
,
 
wife of Nicola, died of cancer.

Enzo Scanno
,
 
son of Nicola and Assunta, also a fruit-and-vegetable seller. Lila has felt a liking for him since childhood. Enzo was for a long time the boyfriend of Carmen Peluso, whom he leaves without explanation upon his return from military service. During his military service he started to study again, and he earns an engineering diploma. When Lila finally decides to leave Stefano, he takes responsibility for her and her son, Gennaro, and the three of them go to live in San Giovanni a Teduccio.

Other children.

 

The Solara family (the family of the owner of the Solara bar-pastry shop):

Silvio Solara
,
 
owner of the bar-pastry shop, Monarchist-fascist and Camorrist tied to the illegal trafficking in the neighborhood. He opposed the Cerullo shoe factory.

Manuela Solara
,
 
wife of Silvio, moneylender: her red book is much feared in the neighborhood.

Marcello and Michele Solara
,
 
sons of Silvio and Manuela. Braggarts, arrogant, they are nevertheless loved by the neighborhood girls, except Lila and Elena. Marcello is in love with Lila but she rejects him. Michele, a little younger than Marcello, is colder, more intelligent, more violent. He is engaged to Gigliola, the daughter of the pastry maker, but over the years develops a morbid obsession with Lila.

 

The Spagnuolo family (the baker’s family):

Signor Spagnuolo
,
 
pastry maker at the Solaras’ bar-pastry shop.

Rosa Spagnuolo
,
 
wife of the pastry maker. 

Gigliola Spagnuolo
,
 
daughter of the pastry maker, engaged to Michele Solara.

Other children.

 

The Airota family:

Guido Airota
,
 
professor of Greek literature. 

Adele Airota
,
 
his wife. She works for the Milanese publishing house that publishes Elena’s novel.

Mariarosa Airota
,
 
the older daughter, professor of art history in Milan. 

Pietro Airota
,
 
university colleague of Elena’s and her fiancé, destined for a brilliant academic career.

 

The teachers:

Maestro Ferraro
, teacher and librarian. He gave both Lila and Elena prizes when they were young, because they were diligent readers.

Maestra Oliviero
,
 
teacher. She is the first to notice the potential of Lila and Elena. At the age of ten, Lila writes a story titled
The Blue Fairy.
Elena, who likes the story a lot, gives it to Maestra Oliviero to read. But the teacher, angry because Lila’s parents wouldn’t send their daughter beyond elementary school, never says anything about it. In fact, she stops concerning herself with Lila and concentrates only on the success of Elena. She dies after a long illness soon after Elena graduates from the university.
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