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‘Having no literary pretensions, I never intended to publish my notes. Yet now, when so many want to forget it all happened, we must go on record.’ Pierre Mignon, farmer, patriot and survivor of the extermination camps

‘History tends not to repeat itself exactly. Next time, it could be worse.’ Renée de Monbrison, who wore a yellow star in the Occupied Zone

‘If I could not be your sword, at least I have been your shield.’

Marshal Philippe Pétain, in his last message to the nation before being abducted to Germany by the SS in August 1944

‘Everything I did was for France and the cause of peace.’

Pierre Laval, shortly before he was executed for high treason at Fresnes prison on 15 October 1945
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	BCRA

	Bureau Central de Renseignements et d’Action (eventual title of the London-based co-ordinating centre of Gaullist intelligence networks)


	BEF

	British Expeditionary Force


	CGQJ

	Commissariat Générale aux Questions Juives – main body charged with enforcing anti-Semitic laws


	CNR

	Conseil National de la Résistance


	EIF

	Eclaireurs Israélites de France – the Jewish Scout movement


	ERR

	Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg – Nazi cultural agency


	FFI

	Forces Françaises de l’Intérieur – Free French forces inside France


	FTP

	Francs-Tireurs et Partisans – left-wing Resistance movement


	GFP

	Geheime Feldpolizei – German Military Police


	GP

	Groupe de Protection – Pétain’s bodyguard


	LVF

	Légion des Volontaires Français contre le bolchevisme – French volunteers fighting in German uniform on the eastern front


	MSR

	Mouvement Social Revolutionnaire – a fascist movement


	OKW

	Oberkommandantur der Wehrmacht – German Army High Command


	PCF

	Parti Communiste Français – French Communist Party


	PPF

	Parti Populaire Français – Doriot’s extreme pro-German party


	PQJ

	Police aux Questions Juives – special anti-Jewish police force


	RG

	Renseignements Généraux – French equivalent of Special Branch


	RHSA

	Reichshauptsicherheitsampt – Himmler’s umbrella organisation running the SS and SD


	RMVE

	Régiment de Marche de Volontaires Etrangers – temporary Foreign Legion regiment of volunteers in 1940


	RNP

	Rassemblement National Populaire - Déat’s extreme right-wing party


	SD

	Sicherheitsdienst – Amt VI of RHSA covering external security


	SNCF

	Société des Chemins de Fer Français – French state railway system


	SOL

	Service d’Ordre Légionnaire – forerunner of the Milice


	SPAC

	Service de Police Anti-Communiste – anti-Communist police units


	STO

	Service de Travail Obligatoire – organisation of compulsory labour in the Reich


	UGIF

	Union Générale des Israélites de France – umbrella organisation by which the Germans organised the fate of the Jewish community



I
NTRODUCTION

The seed of this book was sown at a diplomatic reception in Bordeaux by an elderly Englishman, who confided to me out of earshot of the French guests that he first saw the city through the bombsight of an RAF Lancaster during the Second World War. When I asked whether he had been targeting the immense bomb-proof shelters, constructed by the Todt Organisation for the long-range German submarines that wrought havoc among the Atlantic convoys, he laughed: ‘With all that Jerry flak coming up at us, all I cared about was dropping my load and getting back home in time for breakfast.’
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