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CAST OF CHARACTERS

*

THE MARINE MAMMAL SCIENTISTS

 

Ken Balcomb

Beaked whale and killer-whale researcher in the Bahamas and San Juan Islands, Washington, respectively.

 

Diane Claridge

Dolphin and beaked whale researcher; wife and research partner of Ken Balcomb.

 

Darlene Ketten

Whale and human hearing expert; forensic pathologist, Harvard Medical School and Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution.

 

Roger Payne

First cetologist to decode and promote humpback whale song and conservation.

 

Chris Clark

Director, Bioacoustics Research Program, Cornell University Lab of Ornithology; protégé of Roger Payne.

 

Hal Whitehead

Beaked whale and sperm whale researcher; professor, Department of Biology, Dalhousie University, Nova Scotia, Canada.

 

Lindy Weilgart

Whale researcher; Hal Whitehead’s wife and research partner.

 

Peter Tyack

Dolphin and whale behavioral researcher, Woods Hole Oceano-graphic Institution.

 

Jim Mead

Curator of marine mammals, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC.

 

John Lilly

Neuroscientist who studied and popularized dolphin communication.

 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS

 

Joel Reynolds

Senior attorney, director of Los Angeles office of Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC); founder and director, Marine Mammal Protection Project.

 

Michael Jasny

Policy advocate, NRDC. Later, director, Marine Mammal Protection Project.

 

Andrew Wetzler

Staff attorney, NRDC.

 

Naomi Rose

Director of marine mammal programs, Humane Society of the United States.

 

Ben White

Animal rights activist, Animal Welfare Institute.

 

THE UNIFORMED NAVY

 

Admiral Richard Pittenger

Director of Antisubmarine Warfare for the Chief of Naval Operations; Oceanographer of the Navy; later Vice President for Marine Operations, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution.

 

Admiral Paul Gaffney II

Chief of Naval Research, Office of Naval Research.

 

Commander Robin Pirie

Former submarine commander; Undersecretary of Navy.

 

Admiral Robert Natter

Commander, US Atlantic Fleet.

 

Admiral William Fallon

Commander, US Second Fleet.

 

Admiral Larry Baucom

Head of N-45, Navy Office of Environmental Readiness.

 

Admiral Peter Daly

Aide to Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Mike Mullen.

 

THE CIVILIAN NAVY

 

Bob Gisiner

Manager, Marine Bioacoustics Program, Office of Naval Research, Washington, DC.

 

Frank Stone

Head civilian at N-45, Navy Office of Environmental Readiness.

 

Sam Ridgway

Veterinarian; head of Navy Marine Mammal Research Program, San Diego.

 

Richard Danzig

Secretary of the Navy during Clinton administration.

 

Steven Honigman

General Counsel of the Navy during Clinton administration.

 

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (FISHERIES)

 

Roger Gentry

Head of acoustic research; Office of Protected Resources.

 

Teri Rowles

Director, Marine Mammal Health and Stranding Response Program, Washington, DC.

 

Ruth Ewing

Veterinarian at Southeast Fisheries Science Center, a first responder to the Bahamas strandings.

 

THE WHALES

Beaked Whales

of Great Bahama Canyon

More than 20 species of beaked whales dwell in deep-water canyons and coastal shelves around the world. They are the deepest-diving air-breathing creatures in the ocean and are rarely seen on the surface.

 

Pacific Gray Whales

of Baja, Mexico

These “friendly” baleen whales (whales that filter feed through brushlike baleen, in lieu of teeth) migrate farther than any other mammal: 6,000 miles from Baja, where they give birth in winter, to their summer feeding grounds in the Bering Sea, above the Arctic Circle.

 

Orcas

(also known as

Killer Whales

) of Puget Sound, Washington

The largest of the dolphin family, killer whales are the top predator in the ocean, preying on salmon, sea lions, other whales, and even great white sharks. The Puget Sound resident community feeds on Chinook salmon.

 

Dolphins

of California and Florida

Highly social, easily trained, and among the smallest cetaceans, various species of dolphins were the first marine mammals to be captured, displayed, studied, and trained—both in marine parks and in the Navy Marine Mammal Program.

 

* The job titles and descriptors in the Cast of Characters refer to their positions at the time they were participants in the narrative.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A NOTE ABOUT ACRONYMS

US Navy and government agencies are fond of using acronyms to denote programs, weapons systems, and departments. To spare readers the struggle of decoding this alphabet soup, I have tried to avoid acronyms in general, and in certain cases have substituted contractions, specifically:

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
is referred to as “Fisheries.”

Acoustic Thermometry of Ocean Climate (ATOC)
is shortened to “Acoustic Thermometry.”

Littoral Warfare Advanced Development (LWAD)
is shortened to “Littoral Warfare.”

In a few instances, where the long form is cumbersome, I have employed the commonly used acronym after the first use:

ONR
for Office of Naval Research

AUTEC
for Atlantic Undersea Test and Evaluation Center

NRDC
for Natural Resources Defense Council

LFA
sonar for Low Frequency Active sonar

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROLOGUE

Perhaps the war of the whales was inevitable. Perhaps the two most successful hunters on the planet were destined to collide. Humans had dominated life on land for 150 centuries, while whales had held dominion over the world’s oceans for 40 million years.

Following the mass extinction of dinosaurs and enormous seafaring reptiles, the cetacean ancestors of whales and dolphins abandoned life on land and returned to the oceans that first spawned them. It proved to be a hugely successful reverse migration. Diversifying into dozens of species, whales dominated marine habitats throughout the world’s waterways. Hunting alone or in small family groupings, in pods of a dozen or herds a thousand strong, whales owed their success to a weapon that set them apart from every other marine predator: biosonar, using beams of sound to hunt and navigate in the dark ocean depths.

Small wonder, then, that whales ruled the oceans for tens of millions of years—until another highly social, intelligent, and adaptive terrestrial mammal dipped its toes into the water.

Homo sapiens
arrived at the 11th hour of animal evolution, a mere 160,000 years ago. Compared to cetaceans, humans evolved rapidly, adapting to the rigors of life on Earth through a deft combination of social cooperation, cunning, and organized aggression. Five thousand years ago, humans began stalking the largest animals on the planet—first from canoes, then under sail, and eventually aboard floating factory ships that slaughtered and processed whale populations from the South Pacific to the Arctic Ocean.

        

        
               
        
            	«
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	...
	41
	...
	71
	»

        

        Other books



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Finding Miracles by Julia Alvarez



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Blood and Fire by Shannon Mckenna



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Mentor (An Impossible Novella) by Julia Sykes



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        We Will Always Have the Closet by Natalina Reis



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Weep Not Child by Ngũgĩ Wa Thiong'o



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        The King of the Vile by David Dalglish



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Cover of Night by Linda Howard



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        The Whale Rider by Witi Ihimaera



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Mumbo Gumbo by Jerrilyn Farmer



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Death, Taxes, and Peach Sangria by Diane Kelly


        
        
    



        
                    

    





    
        
            © ThomasStone 2015 - 2024    Contact for me [email protected]                    


                
            
            
            
        

    







    
    