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Mysteries Revealed

In twelve seconds you will catch one last glimpse of this world before you walk into a tunnel of lightâ€”or will you?

Each of us is born with ten thousand faces, but we reveal them only one at a time. Some should remain hidden forever.

When a dead man appears in a field, it's time to call a medical examiner. But this isn't like any human seen before.

Most people fear Death and avoid Him. Some seek to make peace with Him. But only one woman falls in love with Him.â€¦

Journeys Undertaken

The ads say, “Live the adventure! Meet strange new aliens!” But beware what the ads
don't
tell you.

When everything is illegal, it takes a special kind of nerve to become a “Cop for a Day.”

Fixing clocks is hard. But when a young orphan discovers that Time itself is broken, it's a job that calls for a wizard.

Terrors Awakened

Everyone experiences cravings, but one young woman discovers that she has an inherited taste for dreams.â€¦

We're already making test-tube babies. What will we do with the rejects?

The Vulture Lady always takes special care of the village of Goldwater. Now one woman must seek to find out why.â€¦

Hopes Aroused

Some evils are so monstrous, the world needs a hero. Fortunately, we can bring him back from the dead, when needed.â€¦

Holidays can be wondrous and heartwarming, funny or sad. Some are more marvelous than others.

In a world torn by war, cruelty seems to know no bounds. Then again, neither does love.â€¦

Experience the thrills, laughs, heartbreak and tears that can all be found in this fabulous new anthology. We've scoured the globe to find the most powerful new writers, and then paired them with the most gifted new illustrators to bring you
L. Ron Hubbard Presents Writers of the Future Volume XXIX.
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“Always a glimpse of tomorrow's starsâ€¦”

â€”
Publishers Weekly
starred review

“An anthology of the best of the best original science fiction short stories and illustrations from the annual Writers of the Future and Illustrators of the Future international programs.”

â€”
Midwest Book Review

“Not only is the writing excellentâ€¦ it is also extremely varied. There's a lot of hot new talent in it.”

â€”
Locus
magazine

“A first-rate collection of stories and illustrations.”

â€”
Booklist
magazine

“Where can an aspiring sci-fi artist go to get discovered? â€¦Fortunately, there's one opportunityâ€”the Illustrators of the Future Contestâ€”that offers up-and-coming artists an honest-to-goodness shot at science fiction stardom.”

â€”
Sci Fi
magazine

“I've been involved in Writers of the Future since its inception more than 25 years agoâ€”first as a contestant, then a speaker, then a judge. It is the most vibrant and exciting showcase of new talent with an undeniable success rate. If you want a glimpse of the futureâ€”the future of science fictionâ€”look at these first publications of tomorrow's masters.”

â€” Kevin J. Anderson

Writers of the Future Contest judge

“Writers of the Future brings you the Hugo and Nebula winners of the future today.”

â€” Tim Powers

Writers of the Future Contest judge

“The smartest move for beginning writers is the WotF Contest. I've witnessed it kick-start many a career.”

â€” Gregory Benford

Writers of the Future Contest judge

“I really can't say enough good things about Writers of the Future.â€¦ It's fair to say that without Writers of the Future, I wouldn't be where I am today.â€¦”

â€” Patrick Rothfuss

Writers of the Future Contest winner 2002

“The Writers and Illustrators of the Future Contests are the best way to jump-start a career in science fiction and fantasy writing or in illustration. You win great money, make wonderful lifelong friends at the workshops, and get to learn from professionals in your field. The awards events are spectacular. Join the fun if you can, and make great connections and memories!”

â€” Nina Kiriki Hoffman

Writers of the Future Contest winner 1985 and Contest judge

“Given the number of truly fine writers and careers that have been launched from the Writers of the Future platfo
rm, I always look forward eagerly to reading and judging the latest crop.”

â€” Mike Resnick

Writers of the Future Contest judge

“The Illustrators of the Future Contest is one of the best opportunities a young artist will ever get. You have nothing to lose and a lot to win.”

â€” Frank Frazetta

Illustrators of the Future Contest judge

“The aspect I personally value most highly about the program is that of working with my fellow professionals, both artists and writers, to accomplish a worthwhile goal of giving tomorrow's artists and writers recognition and advancement in the highly competitive field of imaginative endeavorâ€”the only existing program that does this.”

â€” Stephen Hickman

Illustrators of the Future Contest judge

“I only wish that there had been an Illustrators of the Future competition forty-five years ago. What a blessing it would have been to a young artist with a little bit of talent, a Dutch name and a heart full of desire.”

â€” H.R. Van Dongen

Illustrators of the Future Contest judge

“The Illustrators of the Future competition has been at the forefront for many years, to support new and enthusiastic artists pursuing their dreams, and see them fulfilled.”â€¨

â€” Stephen Youll

Illustrators of the Future Contest judge

“That phone call telling me I had won was the first time in my life that it seemed possible I would achieve my long-cherished dream of having a career as a writer.”

â€” K.D. Wentworth

Writers of the Future Contest winner 1989 and Contest Coordinating Judge

“The Writers of the Future Contest has had a profound impact on my career, ever since I submitted my first story in 1989.”

â€” Sean Williams

Writers of the Future Contest winner 1993 and Contest judge

“The Writers of the Future Contest played a critical role in the early stages of my career as a writer.”

â€” Eric Flint

Writers of the Future Contest winner 1993 and Contest judge

“Every year the Writers of the Future Contest inspires new writers and helps to launch their careers. The combination of reward, recognition, instruction, and opportunity for beginning authors is unparalleled. There is no contest comparable to the Writers of the Future.”

â€” Rebecca Moesta

Writers of the Future Contest judge

“The Writers of the Future Contest was definitely an accelerator to my writing development. I learned so much, and it came at just the right moment for me.”

â€” Jo Beverley

Writers of the Future Contest winner 1988

“The Illustrators of the Future Contest is more than a contest. It is truly a great opportunity that could very well change your life. The Contest gives you the tools to think outside the box and create a niche for yourself.”

â€” Robert Castillo

Illustrators of the Future Contest winner 2008 and Contest judge

“Illustrators of the Future offered a channel through which to direct my ambitions. The competition made me realize that genre illustration is actually a valued profession, and here was a rare opportunity for a possible entry point into that world.”

â€” Shaun Tan

Illustrators of the Future Contest winner 1993 and Contest judge

“The Contests are amazing competitions because really, you've nothing to lose and they provide good positive encouragement to anyone who wins. Judging the entries is always a lot of fun and inspiring. I wish I had something like this when I was getting startedâ€”very positive and cool.”

â€” Bob Eggleton

Illustrators of the Future Contest judge

“These Contests provide a wonderful safety net of professionals for young artists and writers. And it's due to the fact that L. Ron Hubbard was willing to lend a hand.”

â€” Judith Miller

Illustrators of the Future Contest judge

“You have to ask yourself, â€˜Do I really have what it takes, or am I just fooling myself?' That pat on the back from Writers of the Future told me not to give up.â€¦ All in all, the Contest was a fine finishing step from amateur to pro, and I'm grateful to all those involved.”

â€” James Alan Gardner

Writers of the Future Contest winner 1990

“The Writers of the Future Contest sowed the seeds of my success.â€¦ So many people say a writing career is impossible, but WotF says, â€˜Dreams are worth following.'”

â€” Scott Nicholson

Writers of the Future Contest winner 1999

“When I first set out to become a professional writer (ah, hubris), one of my key ambitions was to place in the top tier of the L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future Contest.â€¦ Without Mr. Hubbard's sponsorship, I wouldn't have had that fabulous, high-profile launch.”

â€” Jay Lake

Writers of the Future Contest winner 2003

“I credit the Writers of the Future Contest as an important part of my career launch, and I highly recommend it to everyone who wants to establish themselves in the field of science fiction and fantasy.”

â€” Ken Scholes

Writers of the Future Contest winner 2005

“Knowing that such great authors as the WotF judges felt my stories were worth publishing encouraged me to write more and submit more.”

â€” Eric James Stone

Writers of the Future Contest winner 2005


L. Ron Hubbard
PRESENTS

Writers of the Future

VOLUME XXIX


The year's thirteen best tales
from the Writers of the Future
international writers' program.

Illustrated by winners in
the Illustrators of the Future
international illustrators' program.

With essays on writing & illustration by
L. Ron Hubbard /
Nnedi Okorafor / Larry Elmore.


Edited by Dave Wolverton
GALAXY PRESS, LLC
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