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All The news
by Max Michaels
e're a cynical race. With remarkable ease we manage to find the worst in
everyone we meet. Charity workers selflessly slave amongst the poor in
a disease-ridden quarter of some stinking tropical city. They get spotted kicking
a dog or yelling at some unfortunate on a bad day that has somehow surpassed
all the other bad days and instantly we're tearing them apart for being less than
worthy. Where does that come from? Is it some kind of repressive religious
thing slammed into us during schooling, where everyone is a sinner unless
they're a saint? Look around-the world out there is a nightmare; the same as
before, I suppose, only different. It's a struggle for anyone to get through it, but
we carry on, trying to do the best we can under the circumstances. We're all
deeply flawed-that's our nature. But if we fight to overcome those flaws, surely
that's worth some praise, isn't it? The only time to make any judgment-and
maybe not even then-is at the end of someone's life, when you can stand and
look back, weighing all the good things and the bad things and the overwhelming majority of thoroughly mundane things, and decide whether it was a
life well lived. Let me tell you now, you won't find many saints. I bet you won't
find any at all. But you will find a preponderance of fundamentally good people
striving to be the best they can. And isn't that the kind of thing we should be
celebrating: not that someone is good, but that they're fighting to be better.

So let's talk about heroes.

The worst always brings out the best in people when they're pushed to the
edge and find reserves they never realized existed in their day-to-day lives. And
these are, indeed, the worst of times, so it's hardly surprising that in the midst
of them we found the best of heroes. Just normal folk, like you and me, with the
usual bundle of neuroses and weaknesses, but they've proved themselves to be
champions. (Excuse the gushing language: it's not
modern
, and it's not
British
,
and it's not cynical. But then, that's the point I'm making.) I'm writing this so
the record of their deeds is preserved to inspire future generations. Is that a pretentious hope? I don't know, but it's important to me that I do it.

If you'd met them on the street in the time before the Big Change, you probably wouldn't have given them the time of day. Jack Churchill, Church to
his friends, was moody and introspective, driven to the edge of despair by the
suicide of his girlfriend, Marianne, two years earlier. That act had thrown his
entire life off course. He'd been an archaeologist and a writer with massive
potential, but he ended up going nowhere, losing his friends, his hope. Ruth
Gallagher was a lawyer for some big-shot firm-sharply intelligent, as you
would expect, but a little repressed, with a problem finding any relationship to
match her exacting standards. Although she'd achieved a great deal for someone
in her late twenties, she didn't feel fulfilled. She'd only taken on her career to
please her beloved father, who'd died of a heart attack after learning his brother
had been murdered in a bungled building society robbery. Laura DuSantiago
was probably the most complex and misunderstood of all of them. By all counts,
she was a sociopath and misanthrope with a past blighted by drugs and petty
crime. Her acid tongue and sarcastic manner made it almost impossible to like
her. At the same time she was brilliant with technology, and once you broke
through the unpleasant exterior you found reasons for her attitude and the constant confusion that obscured her true nature: as a child she'd been to hell and
back at the hands of a mother who used religious obsession to mask her growing
psychoses; Laura's body and mind were left scarred in the process. And in a
struggle with her mother in the family home she had woken from unconsciousness to find her mother dead, seemingly by Laura's hand.
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