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“I AM CALLED A LISHCYN, FEM ANISCO.

“My species is from a system very distant from yours and this one.”

“Why are you here, Lishcyn?”

I put my hand on Paul’s shoulder. “We are interested in trade with your world.”

She didn’t understand
, I concluded from the way she reached for the main part of her translator and ran her fingers over some controls. Then she brought the device to her lips again.

“Are you shifter?”

It was only the unexpectedness of the question that kept me from reacting. Paul had stiffened under my hand. The Panacians folded their limbs in a posture that indicated resignation and patience.

“I don’t understand the question,” I said reasonably, hoping I didn’t.

“Are you shifter?” she asked again.

“There’s an unidentified problem with the translation machine, Fem Ki,” C’Tlas offered. “Just say no and she’ll move on.”

I looked at the Feneden, held the device to my lips, and numbly answered: “No. I am not a shifter.”

The Feneden took the device from me and began to pass it to Paul. I closed my fingers around the memory of it, knowing the purity of my genetic disguise, trying to assure myself this was, as C’Tlas said, probably a glitch in the translation.

On the other hand, “shifter” could refer to web-talents and the device about to be given to Paul could be some kind of detector. And Paul was wearing the medallion which held a little bit of me in my pure form.…
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For Jennifer Lynn Czerneda

This has been the hardest one yet to write, which seems only fair. It was an impossible task from the start. I can’t possibly distill the love and pride I feel for you into mere words. I’ve tried several times and failed. Perhaps if I had an immense and lovely lake into which I could toss diamonds…or some way to coat the near side of the Moon with sapphires…or…you can see my problem. The canvas isn’t remotely big enough.

So I’ll just tell you this, Princess: your Dad and I knew you were something special from the moment you opened your wise blue eyes. You’ve grown into a spectacular woman: bright, loving, and marvelously brave. May you have joy and adventures as well as warm, comfy moments—and remember, the way home is through our hearts.

Mom
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“FIFTY years.”

A drop of sweat coalesced on the bald head of the Human standing at the end of the long table, a drop large enough to create its own runnel over his forehead, hesitate in a bushy eyebrow, then push through to land in one eye. The Human blinked involuntarily, but remained stiffly at attention, as if pinned in place by the glare of the lights aimed his way. “You don’t appreciate the circumstances, sir. There are…”

“Fifty years without a trace, without a sign, without proof, Project Leader Kearn.” Out of the shadows, fingernails drummed a staccato on the table, a seven-part rhythm oddly disturbing to those accustomed to a different number of fingers per hand. “Five decades in which this monster of yours—this evil incarnate—hasn’t shown itself. In which you’ve been unable to convince any of our predecessors that the only one in existence didn’t die that day.” There was a pause as the fingers opened a file. “No one here denies your scholarly accomplishments, Project Leader Kearn. Your research into, ah, yes, into the commonalities of the folklore concerning such creatures—among what I find a frankly astonishing number of species and cultures—has added greatly to our understanding of one another. You are to be commended.” The file was snapped closed. “But even you must admit actually hunting for this Esen Monster is a criminal waste of time and resources.”

“It’s just a matter of time, Hom Slatth,” the Human
named Lionel Kearn offered numbly, finding it hard to control his wild impatience. It was Her fault he was embarrassed like this over and over again; Her fault he had to constantly remind these bureaucrats and their lackeys of the danger posed by such utter alienness.

        

        
               
        
            	«
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	...
	35
	...
	59
	»

        

        Other books



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        A Mile Down by David Vann



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Miss Webster and Chérif by Patricia Duncker



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        His Prairie Princess (Prairie Brides 1) by Morgan, Kit



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        A Cost-Benefit Analysis of the Proposed Trade-Offs for the Overhaul of the Barricade by John Chu



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        The End by Herman Grobler, Jr



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Praetorian Series [4] All Roads Lead to Rome by Edward Crichton



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Tough, Tough Toys for Tough, Tough Boys by Will Self



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Trickery by Sabrina York



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Different Paths by McCullough, A. E.



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        Pillaging Elinor's Castle [Elinor's Stronghold 1] (Siren Publishing Ménage Amour) by Berengaria Brown


        
        
    



        
                    

    





    
        
            © ThomasStone 2015 - 2024    Contact for me [email protected]                    


                
            
            
            
        

    







    
    