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9  Students leaving their high school near Mrauk U, Arakan State, 2006

10  A tea shop with a sign urging discipline in the background, Pa-an, Karen State, 1998

11  Villagers undertaking forced labour, Pegu Division, 2000

12  Insein Prison, where many political prisoners are held, just outside Rangoon, 2006

13  A man praying at Shwedagon Pagoda, Rangoon, 2006

14  A woman having her palm read, Rangoon, 2006

15  Organizing newspapers for delivery, Rangoon, 1996

16  Newly arrived refugees awaiting treatment for malaria and tuberculosis, Thai–Burma border, 1992
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Author’s note

 

Burmese prefixes

In Burma it is polite to put a prefix in front of the name of the person to whom one is talking. The speaker chooses the prefix according to the age of the other person, relative to one’s own age. Thus if a woman’s name were Mee Mee, and she were about forty years old, a girl would call her ‘Daw Mee Mee’, but someone in his or her thirties would call that same woman ‘Ma Mee Mee’.

Daw – for aunts, older women

U – for uncles, older men

Ma – for older sisters, women slightly older than oneself

Ko – for older brothers, men slightly older than oneself

Nyi ma – for younger sisters, girls

Maung – for younger brothers, boys

There are also specialized terms for military officers, teachers, doctors and abbots which are put in front of individuals’ respective names.

A note on pronunciation

‘ky’ is pronounced ‘ch’, thus ‘kyi’, as in the name Aung San Suu Kyi, is pronounced ‘chee’.

‘gy’ is pronounced ‘j’, thus ‘gyi’ is pronounced ‘jee’.

‘ye’ is pronounced ‘yay’.

‘we’ is pronounced ‘way’, thus ‘shwe’ is pronounced ‘shway’.

Acronyms

 

	AAPP

	Assistance Association for Political Prisoners


	ABFSU

	All Burma Federation of Students’ Unions


	ABMA

	All Burma Monks’ Alliance


	ABSDF

	All Burma Students’ Democratic Front


	AFPFL

	Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League


	ASEAN

	Association of South-East Asian Nations


	BBC

	British Broadcasting Corporation


	BSPP

	Burma Socialist Programme Party


	CNF

	Chin National Front


	CNLD

	Chin National League for Democracy


	CPB

	Communist Party of Burma


	CRPP

	Committee Representing the People’s Parliament


	DDSI

	Directorate of Defence Services Intelligence


	DKBA

	Democratic Karen Buddhist Army


	DPNS

	Democratic Party for a New Society


	DVB

	Democratic Voice of Burma


	GONGO

	government-organized non-governmental organization


	ICRC

	International Committee of the Red Cross


	ILO

	International Labour Organization


	KIO

	Kachin Independence Organization (armed wing: Kachin Independence Army)


	KMT

	Kuomintang (anti-communist Chinese force)


	KNPLF

	Karenni State Nationalities People’s Liberation Front


	KNPP

	Karenni National Progressive Party


	KNU

	Karen National Union (armed wing: Karen National Liberation Army)


	MI

	military intelligence


	MMCWA

	Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association


	MWEA

	Myanmar Women’s Entrepreneurial Association


	NCGUB

	National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma


	NGO

	non-governmental organization


	NLD

	National League for Democracy


	NMSP

	New Mon State Party (armed wing: Mon National Liberation Army)


	NUP

	National Unity Party


	PVO

	People’s Volunteer Organization


	RFA

	Radio Free Asia


	RIT

	Rangoon Institute of Technology


	SLORC

	State Law and Order Restoration Council


	SNLD

	Shan Nationalities League for Democracy


	SNPLO

	Shan State Nationalities People’s Liberation Organization


	SPDC

	State Peace and Development Council


	SSA

	Shan State Army


	UNDP

	United Nations Development Programme


	UNICEF

	United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund


	UNLD

	United Nationalities League for Democracy


	USDA

	Union Solidarity and Development Association


	UWSA

	United Wa State Army


	VOA

	Voice of America
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