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            “The most recent disappearance? The one a week ago? It was an American woman. From San Francisco.”

“And?”

“And she was in this very hospital for several days, before she checked out, apparently against her physician’s advice.”

“What was she in the hospital for?”

Wiriya shook his head. “I don’t know. I don’t have access to those records. But you, I suppose, could—”

“I could do nothing of the sort. Looking up the medical records of a patient? What if the hospitalization was not related? That would be a breach of privacy.”

Wiriya looked down, suitably chastened. “Of course, of course. I only asked because… well… I thought it might be a simple matter.”

And of course he asked because her explorations of medical records were what had helped them to catch the last murderer. But not this time. At least, not yet.

“Do you know where she went?”

Wiriya reached into the chest pocket of his suit and removed a folded piece of paper. He smoothed it on the desk and slid it toward her.

On the paper in uneven letters in smudged blue ink was a name: Sharon McPhiller.

And: Nong Chom Village, San Sai District.

Then: The Peaceful Inn of Last Resort.
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